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Perhaps you sent a lovely carq, or sat quietly in a chair.
Perhaps you sent a funeral spray, it so we saw it there.
Perhaps you spoke the kindest words, that anyone could say.
Perhaps you were not there at all, just thought of us that day.
Whatever you did to console our hearts, we thank you so
much whatever the part...

The tamily of Joan Marie Thomas

The Family Received Personal Care from the Staff of

FUNERALS+CREMATION<*RECEPTIONS

6601 East Colfax Avenue  Denver, Colorado 80220
Phone (303) 996-0869 4 Fax (303)996-08 91 www. PipkinBraswell.com
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“When Someone You Love Becomes A Memory; The Memory Becomes A Treasure.”
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June 14, 1929 ~ June 24, 2093




W % %ﬂd The sun rose and an amazing lite journey began as Joan Thomas

Celefllllating 3 Lifesand Leﬁacy Joan Marie Thomas was born on June 14, 1929, in June 14, 1929 ~ June 24, 2023
ot Happiness, Strength, New Orleans, Louisiana. Born to her parents, Joseph Service Julv 12 2023
and Love and Martha, Joan was the 6th child to be born into Visitation & R 1y1 '0(3 - 12:00

the family of 10 children. As a young girl growing up, sitation ey | -geil e
Joan was blessed to be raised under the wisdom and Mass ot Christian Burial 12:00pm
guidanfc:e ]?E]herbpatrhents, azlw_eltl as Wl\i/ltht’me love and Cure d'Ars Catholic Church
support of her brothers and sisters, Matthew, .
R B N RaBertrand, Sl BMeriorid 3201 Dahlia Street Denver, Colorado 80207
Cathelyn, Elaine, and Martha. Over the course of her
childhood, Joan liked to play jacks, hopscotch, climb CEtING. A ..l RETI Fr. Joseph Cao
trees with her brothers, and she loved playing her S P
saxophone.

Sprinkling with Holy Water

Joan received her formal primary and secondary education within the Louisiana school

system. Joan was a diligent student and thrived academically in all her Placing of the Pall
studies. She attended and completed her educational journey at Saint Mary'’s
Academy in New Orleans, Louisiana. _ - _ _
Placing of Christian Symbol (Cross) Brianna Miller
't was during her high school years that Joan would first meet the man that would
become the love of her lite, Joseph Knowlton Thomas Sr. Joan met Joseph in 1946 at
a basketball game where he played for Saint Monica Catholic School. The two
married in 1951 and began their journey together as husband and wite. This loving

Entrance Procession

marriage lasted 68 years. QpEning Prayer......... 0. .. sl ...... 000 Fr. Joseph Cao
Over the course of her husband’s time of service in the military, Joan and Joseph were _ _
afforded the opportunity to start a family of their very own. The births of their children T [ [ g Ve T Deacon Clarence McDavid
Jacquelyn, Sharon, Joseph Jr., Juanita, Bernadette, and Angela were an added

blessing that made their family unit complete. As a military wife and mother, Joan AR -3 126

traveled to Albany, Georgia, and Okinawa, Japan betore finally settling in Denver, '

Colorado which would become the family’s permanent home. Together the family Romans 6:3-7

enjoyed taking family road trips to New Orleans to spend time with their extended [Jasola,.... A S0 . FAN ... R e Deacon Clarence McDavid

tamily. Over the course ot her lite, Joan’s unconditional love for her family became
even more evident and unmatched as she continued to fultill her duties as a
dedicated, faithful, caring wife and mother.

Matthew 11:25-30

R B . PR . ... .., Deacon Clarence McDavid
By profession, Joan worked for Denver Public Schools as a Lunchroom Manager.
Her love for her own children allowed her to thrive in this work in ensuring that every .
student had access to delicious food options and meals made from scratch, that Prayer of the Faithful......ccoevvieiiiiiiiieen, Fr. Joseph Cao

anyone who entered the cafeteria was greeted with a smile, and that the lunchroom
was a warm and welcoming experience for all children. Joan would pertorm these The Lord's Prayer
duties until retiring some years later.

A woman of strong faith and trust in God, Joan was a member of Cure d'Ars Catholic Eulogy

Church where she attended regularly and taught Sunday school. Joan was also a Sona of Farewell Cr Joseph Cao
faithtful member of the Knights of Peter Claver Ladies Auxiliary where she served for PRV WART ST AR RN ' P

over 25 years. It was no secret that Joan walked with the Lord daily, and she often |

spoke to the fact that her strength came from her strong beliet in our Lord and Savior, Prayer of Commendation

Jesus Christ.
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For a moment |'ve Pondered,

| then again Pondered,

And Suddenly | wondered,

As Our Matriarch and Partiearch

Though One in The Same ...

began whispering names,

Anthony* Angela * Maurice * Michael * Janine*
Richard * Shanika * Bohana * Candice * Ebony *
Latanya * Brianna * Marcus * Karl * Andre * La
Quia * Davon * Larry * Courtney * and Brandy.....
.... We have now been passed a Torch

A Torch in which the Light Bares such Heat it's
Measured in Kelvin

So bright that if the Sun Fell from the Heavens,
Our Ancestors Secret Weapons

THUS , Never missing a step When,

Any Darkness Attempts to Enter our presence
Speakin of Presents ,

We're All Gifted, Tried, and Truly Tested
Separate Storms We've Weathered..

The Enemy!

Has Driven his Wedge in!

How Could We let him!?

Our D.N.A.

Is Forged in Fire,, Steel Sharpens Steell.

Us Diamonds won't Fold under Pressure....
Our Bloodline IS PRESSURE,

Set aside Our Difterence..

Bring together our Life Lessons

Count our Blessings & Not Indiscretions...
Unity of Our Minds will Indeed Ignite...

JOAN And JOSEPH'S,
GRETEST Testiment...

IF WE KNOW BETTER,
LIFE WILL FLOW BETTER,
ONCE WE SHOW BETTER

A Granny's Love consists of assisting Parenting,
being a Teacher and being a Best Friend;
combined, you are all and much more to me.

| know | can't have you around forever, so I'll
cherish your presence, hold onto memories,
and aiways tell you | LOVE YOU if you are here.
| appreciate EVERYTHING you have instilled in
me.

Thank you, Granny, for always believing in me,
for encouraging me and forever loving me.

You guide me through my worries and help me
through each day

You're always by my side

You have NEVER gone away

Our bond can NEVER be broken

It was made from LOVE so pure

There can be no goodbyes for us

It'll be too painful

Our connection will still live on

Even if you are far away

| will cherish the times spent

| will continue to hold you close

Granny you are my
Storyteller-teacher-seamstress-angel-advise
giver-hand holder-surishine-doctorpeace
maker-mentor-confidant-problem solver-
shoulder-words ofwisdom

cheerleader-hug giver-healer-inspiration-

counselor-memory holder &
MY BEST FRIEND

ALWAYS and FOREVER
is a Granny's Love Iy e

By Brianna

As Joan's journey continued, her grandchildren would become an additional source of
pride and joy in her life. Affectionately referred to as “Granny” at a very young age,
and despite the nickname not fitting her at that time in her younger years, Joan
naturally embodied all of the attributes that make a grandmother special and carried
the name of “"Granny” with beauty and Grace.

In her spare time, Joan enjoyed playing card games, Pokeno, visiting casinos near and
far across various states, and spend)i/ng time with family and friends. During any
occasion, you could catch her laughing hysterically with her sister, nieces, nephews,
daughters, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Joan also loved cooking, and if
you ever had the pleasure to taste anything she cooked, you immediately knew that it
was made with love.

't you ever wanted a plant to live or be revived, just send it her way. She had a
magical green thumb that would make any plant flourish. Joan would often relax in her
favorite chair, working on her word puzzles, watching soap operas, game show
network, Colorado Rockies Baseball, NBA and both of her favorite NFL teams, the
New Orleans Saints and the Denver Broncos. Joan always spoke her mind so it you
didn’t want to hear the truth, she was not the one to talk to.

The sun set on litfe of Joan Marie-Thomas here on Earth as she took her last breath
and entered eternal rest on June 24, 2023, in Aurora, Colorado. She is preceded in
death by her husband, Joseph Thomas Sr; parents, Joseph, and Martha Delmar; broth-
ers, Matthew, Jerome, Joseph, Bertrand, and Samuel Delmar; and sisters, Marjorie
Jackson, Cathelyn Lonon, and Martha Jane Delmar.

She is survived by her children, Juanita, Bernadette (Courtney), Angela (Joe); her
sister, Elaine (Betty); her grandchildren, Angela Marie, Anthony, Maurice, Michael,
Janine, Ricky, Shanika, Bohana, Ebony, LaTanya, Marcus, Karl, Candice, Andre, Brianna,
| aQuia, Davon, Larry Jr., Courtney 3rd. and Brandi; a host of great—?randchildren,
?fea’ggreat grandchildren, nieces, nephews, cousins, extended family, and many, many
riends.

While we know that she is absent from her earthly body, we take great joy in knowing
her lite and legacy of happiness, strength, and love have left us with an abundance of
memories.

Juanita’s Memory:
Mama, | will always remember helping you make the huge tamily Thanksgiving
dinners and how you made the best Sunday meals ever.

Bernadette's Memory:

Mama, | will always remember you starching and ironing the family clothes every day,
especially our Cure d”Ars school uniforms, and funny memories Iize those of you
chasing me so that you could press my hair.

Angela’s Memory:
Mama, | will always remember spending time with you at my house, where we would
talk and laugh for hours while enjoying good food.

Fach of these memories will last us for the rest of our lives, and we look forward to the
day when we will see our beloved Joan again, reunite with loved ones gone on betore,
and see our Savior face to face. Job well done, Joan, take your rest, we will see you in
the morning.
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