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VANd the LORD God planted a
garden eastward in Eden; and there

he put the man whom he had
formed. y
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2014 Agricultural Conference

ThemeRet ur ni ng tio Our

November 1216, 2014

Garner Creek Retreat Center
700 Sam Hollow Road | Dickson, TN 37055
(just 5 minutes offiD, 1 hour west of Nashyille

Save the Date

We are thrilled to announce the first conference of the ne
formedAdventist Agricultural Associatideld on the grounds
of beautiful Garner Creek Retreat Center, this practical con
ence wil |l chall enge, i nform,
the area of agriculture.

UWhat is GodUs plan fo

UHow do we successfull

r ag
y in

|l i ves, or in our educational
UWe know families have mad
fPmake a |livingU in agricult

UHow do | build healthy soif

UHow do | start a garden?i
These and many other questions will be addressed during
conference with breakout sessions to meet your individual nedals
and knowledge base. Come prepared to connect with others,
most of all, come and be blessed!

Visit out website, www.adventistag.org for more information.
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ULet them each have
their own; and as you teach them how to make
a garden, how to prepare the soil for seed, and
the importance of keeping all the weeds pulled
out, teach them also how important it is to keep
unsightly, injurious practices out of the life.
Teach them to keep down wrong habits as they
keep down the weeds in their gardenseft ev
stage of pl ant growt h,
l earned. Each stage of
146)

Beginning Steps

iHelp children dig a hal2, piant a seced, ana
CoVer it up.

Have chi'dreri watzar their sead and wstch
it grow'.

Show children how to weed the area
around their new plant.

Allow them to harvest it themselves.

During this entire time, study the growth cycle
of their plant.
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Daniel
LaFlair

~
|jbelieve
It Us t
for Adventists
as a whole
to reexamine

agriculture l:]

Revisiting Agriculture in Adventism

THIS TIME OF YEAR, A QUESTION PLAGUING ALMOST EVERY

school student and their parents, especially graduating s

grow up?¢ Naturally that transforms to the next qt
In a post modern secular materialistic culture, many in and out of the Seventh -day Advent-

ist church feel an agrarian |ifestyle is nel9%thonge

century. As a result, it no longer enters into the conversation of future career choices. A friend
shared a story Ca conversation he had with someone raised in a city. The individual said that

society no |l onger needed farmers. My friend pausir
society no longer need food. ¢

An unknown author penned, CWi t h our abundance of wealth and
thriving, but instead weCre seeing di sease, si ck
els, ¢ (unknown) . Contrhalsdmas aEditson,h eC Twoer ddso cotfor o
longer treat the human frame with drugs, but rather will cure and prevent disease with nutrition. ¢

| believe itCs time f or -ehathneayriciltsre. ¥ weafalowad theh ol e t
words of inspiration, it would be an integral part of our educational system. But | propose that
it doesnCt just stop there. It is an excellent wa
roots lie in our own churchCs very beginnings; |lo
rying in 1803, Miller moved to the town of Poultney, NY and took up farming. Although he
would hold other professions, his occupation was that of a farmer. From that humble environ-
ment, he would impact the world, influencing the birth of the second largest Protes-
tant denomination the world has ever known.

Mrs. White wrote, C...study in agricultural i ne:
our schools.¢ (EI'len G. White, Testimonies for thi
Publ i shing Assn., 1948], vol . 6, pp. 179)) . Like

question; what do | do with that? Was it ~ something she wrote to an individual? Was it specific to
a time -frame, an event, a place, a country? Or is it something that she wrote as a timeless princi-
ple and counsel?
meeesis 2:8 tells wus, CAnd the LORD God planted
put the man whom HuatthbwaHennf, anrEngéstd commentator and Presbyte-
rian minister, comments on that verse,

The place fixed upon for Adam to dwell in, was not a palace, but a garden. The better we

take up with plain things, and the less we seek things to gratify pride and luxury, the nearer

we approach to innocency. Nature is content with a little, and that which is most natural;

grace with less; but lust craves every thing, and is content with nothing. No delights can be

satisfying to the soul, but those which God himself has provided and appointed for it... God,

as a tender Fat her, desired not only AdamCs pro
with innocency, nay there is true pleasure only in innocency. When Providence puts us in a

place of plenty and pleasure, we ought to serve God with gladness of heart in the good

things he givesus (Mat t hew Henr y Cs onNCenssis2iBt14)r y

And so reader, whom | do not know Cmay the first edition of this magazine inspire you to
take another look at agriculture. Perhaps you, like | was, are at a cross roads wondering what
your next endeavor should be. Perhaps youCre pray.!
should Il ook I|ike. Or perhaps youCre feeling a con
pages are an inspiration to you Can awakening if you will Cto look at an area you perhaps did
not think to, and ponder. In the very beginning God placed man in a garden (see Gen. 2) and in
the end, we will garden (see Isa. 65:21 -22); why not also garden in between? S
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GodCs
Dusty

Hands 'd1 Ocb TYDBH

An awesome thought, is it not?
The scene of God kneeling down
To pick up dirt to create mankind,

Yet he did just that, without a frown,
Because of love.

H+

i

And as He shaped that glob of clay
Into a comely form named Adam;
He who breathed stars into being
Smiled and breathed life into him,

Because of love.

Then, another frame of time:

cluding poetry. ThereCs a cer tCédepMC\K%CL@W@)éV\éardﬁonﬁf&ma pignen,
poetic words, even when expressing lament. David, Leading him back home to where

known as the Psalmist, certainly expressed an array of emo- n U | B 3 le C_) 150 NJA 3 B f] } y A D

T he Bible provides us with beautiful soul literature, in-

~

tions as a poet -songster -musician. He brought his heart to God
in song.

Poetry covers the gamut of expression. All true poetry cer-
tainly isnCt religious, yet poetry Withaimud poultige, anatker God sgenef ti ng t
the senses, from exquisite wording to the most ordinary. The Found His hands patting blind eyes

poem in this article, CGodCs Dusty Hanrldd:)c': ggwjeisébéhpwéeé’*lj ZV EE

used something as simple as mud in a variety of ways: to create

Because of love.

Adam, to bring a son to his senses, and to heal a blind man; all His faith received sweet prize,

these occasions involved the same substance in different forms Because of love.

called dirt, mud or dust . To é OBO |:] 0¥ nyY B /EB'X‘N] : o)
When God became manCs Potter, mol ding a human for m;

Adam literally emerged from earth dirt. God the Rescuer en-

tered into a stench -filled pigpen, leading the repentant son by Betty Kossick

back home. The man blind from birth, felt GodCSs healing fin-
gers apply a mud poultice Cand when he opened his eyes he
saw his doctor: Jesus! Evidences of youth were noted, as Adam
walked uprightly in his young -man humanness, the prodigal
surely leaped into the air (a common Biblical way of expressing

el ation) and the blind man? He
what Jewish men do when filled with spiritual joy and celebrat-

ing; all were infused with a young spirit.

Bettg Kossick is a retired newspaper journalist, grolific
surely danced because thatCs
writer and“poet. Betty and her husband, John, live in Apopka,

Florida.
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Agri

hen we consider what con-

stitutes origins, we are real

ly talking about going back
to the events connected with the crea-
tion account of Genesis. God was and is
the originator of the gardening idea. He
is the first One mentioned in Scripture
who planted a
God planted a garden eastward in
Eden«¢ ( Gen. 2:8) .

From the creation account we learn
that human origins go back to the soil.
We were made from the dust of the
ground, and when we die we return to
the dust of the ground. Between these
two points we are basically sustained
by the products that come from the
ground. Foremost among these, of
course, is food. God designed that we
maintain a close connection with the
soil through the food we eat.

Since it is evident that the food
comes from the soil, it should be also
apparent that the quality of the food
will be dependent to a large degree
upon the care we take of that soil. This
may be a reason why man was given
the work of tilling, or caring for the soil
(see Gen. 2:5). The Bible refers to man
being given the
and keepC the gard
consequently food quality would be
dependent upon man properly exercis-
ing his responsibility to care for the soil
and the plants.

| believe that there was a divine pur-
pose in GodCs act
and putting Adam and Eve in it to
Cdress and keep i
planted two gardens Cone in the soil of
Eden, and one in the soil of the hearts of
our first parents. Adam and Eve and
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CAnd the Lord
their posterity were given the advantage how to Cdress and keept¢
of learning lessons regarding the devel- the heart as they engag
opment of the heart garden as they had and keeping¢ the garden
opportunity to work i n Sint shymificartilyl affected then ayder
and keepingc¢ of the g afththgspbutatil,dSod keps theproleoof
duction. the garden in its function of represent-
The work of Ck eepi niggthethéae of genraddewomen. We
seems to include the idea of maintaining read of the curse pronounced upon the
and nurturing the garden. This would be ground because AdamCs

true of the heart garden also. They
needed to cultivate those attributes and

pharacigristics  wiyich ¢ mepst reflected s

GxahGy g Cavwergdyingyin dhe
ability to understand and participate in
GodCs great
In serving the soil and plants, they,
in turn, would be served by the soil and
the plants. God established the outward
gprflen Astan acguratg refiegtionyok the
inward garden. As illustrated and re-

¢ flectechby the gusward gagden, the cylti-

vated heart -garden was to bear such
fruit as kindness, love and service . It is
clear that Adam and Eve were to learn

gover nment

Gen. 3:17-19), and perhaps we are prone

to view this as an arbitrary act of God
instigated as a
sin. But the wording of the Scriptures
forbids this conception of the matter.
dNoétices the warding . of the text:
C« cursed is the ground for thy sake; in
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days

puni shm

ofthylife «¢ (verse 17). Not e
Cfor thy sake. ¢ God, h
Adam that He is not just putting a curse
on the ground, but rather He is inform-
ing Adam of something deeper. Be-
cause of AdamCs sin He

this new condition of being cursed will





