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he put the man whom he had 
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 ȖLet them each have a piece of ground of 
their own; and as you teach them how to make 
a garden, how to prepare the soil for seed, and 
the importance of keeping all the weeds pulled 
out, teach them also how important it is to keep 
unsightly, injurious practices out of the life. 
Teach them to keep down wrong habits as they 
keep down the weeds in their gardens. At every 
stage of plant growth, thereȔs a lesson to be 
learned. Each stage offers something new.ȗ (AH 
146) 

 
Beginning Steps 
 
¶ Help children dig a hole, plant a seed, and 

cover it up. 

¶ Have children water their seed and watch 
it grow. 

¶ Show children how to weed the area 
around their new plant. 

¶ Allow them to harvest it themselves. 

During this entire time, study the growth cycle 
of their plant. 

 
Theme: Returning to Our ȖRootsȗ 

November 12 - 16, 2014 
 

Garner Creek Retreat Center 
700 Sam Hollow Road | Dickson, TN 37055 

(just 5 minutes off I-40, 1 hour west of Nashville) 

Save the Date  

 We are thrilled to announce the first conference of the newly 
formed Adventist Agricultural Association. Held on the grounds 
of beautiful Garner Creek Retreat Center, this practical confer-
ence will challenge, inform, mentor and motivate GodȔs people in 
the area of agriculture.  
 ȖWhat is GodȔs plan for agriculture in these last days?ȗ  
 ȖHow do we successfully incorporate agriculture into our daily 
lives, or in our educational and health institutions?ȗ  
 ȖWe know families have made a living farming, but can they 
ȓmake a livingȔ in agriculture following GodȔs principles?ȗ 
 ȖHow do I build healthy soil?ȗ   
 ȖHow do I start a garden?ȗ  
 These and many other questions will be addressed during the 
conference with breakout sessions to meet your individual needs 
and knowledge base. Come prepared to connect with others, but 
most of all, come and be blessed! 
 

Visit  out website, www.adventistag.org for more information. 

 

2014 Agricultural Conference  
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 THIS TIME OF YEAR, A QUESTION PLAGUING ALMOST EVERY HIGH 
school  student  and their parents, especially graduating seniors is, ČWhat do I want to be when I 
grow up?č Naturally that transforms to the next question, ČWhat will my major be?č 
 In a post modern secular materialistic culture, many in and out of the Seventh -day Advent-
ist church feel an agrarian lifestyle is no longer relevant...itĊs a dead occupation of the pre-19th 
century. As a result, it no longer enters into the conversation of future career choices. A friend 
shared a story Ĉa conversation he had with someone raised in a city. The individual said that 
society no longer needed farmers. My friend pausing asked, ČWell, donĊt you need to eat? Does 
society no longer need food.č 
 An unknown author penned,  ČWith our abundance of wealth and food youĊd think weĊd be 
thriving, but instead weĊre seeing disease, sickness, and obesity rising to frightening lev-
els,č (unknown). Contrast that to the words of Thomas Edison, ČThe doctor of the future will no 
longer treat the human frame with drugs, but rather will cure and prevent disease with nutrition. č 
 I believe itĊs time for Adventists as a whole to re-examine agriculture. If we followed the 
words of inspiration, it would be an integral part of our educational system. But I propose that 
it doesnĊt just stop there. It is an excellent way to occupy our time on earth. Deep agricultural 
roots lie in our own churchĊs very beginnings; look no farther than William Miller. After mar-
rying in 1803, Miller moved to the town of Poultney, NY and took up farming. Although he 
would hold other professions, his occupation was that of a farmer. From that humble environ-
ment, he would impact the world, influencing the birth of the second largest Protes-
tant  denomination the world has ever known.  
 Mrs. White wrote, Č...study in agricultural lines should be the A, B, and C of education given in 
our schools.č (Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church [Mountain View, Calif: Pacific Press 
Publishing Assn., 1948], vol. 6, pp. 179)). Like any of Mrs. WhiteĊs writings, we have to ask the 
question; what do I do with that? Was it  something  she wrote to an individual? Was it specific to 
a time -frame, an event, a place, a country? Or is it something that she wrote as a timeless princi-
ple and counsel?  
 Genesis 2:8 tells us, ČAnd the LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden; and there He 
put the man whom He had formed.č Matthew Henry, an English commentator and Presbyte-
rian minister, comments on that verse,  

The place fixed upon for Adam to dwell in, was not a palace, but a garden. The better we 
take up with plain things, and the less we seek things to gratify pride and luxury, the nearer 
we approach to innocency. Nature is content with a little, and that which is most natural; 
grace with less; but lust craves every thing, and is content with nothing. No delights can be 
satisfying to the soul, but those which God himself has provided and appointed for it... God, 
as a tender Father, desired not only AdamĊs profit, but his pleasure; for there is pleasure 
with innocency, nay there is true pleasure only in innocency. When Providence puts us in a 
place of plenty and pleasure, we ought to serve God with gladness of heart in the good 
things he gives us (Matthew HenryĊs Commentary on Genesis 2:8 -14). 

 And so reader, whom I do not know Ĉmay the first edition of this magazine inspire you to 
take another look at agriculture. Perhaps you, like I was, are at a cross roads wondering what 
your next endeavor should be. Perhaps youĊre praying, wondering what your childrenĊs future 
should look like. Or perhaps youĊre feeling a conviction to move to the country. I pray these 
pages are an inspiration to you Ĉan awakening if you will Ĉto look at an area you perhaps did 
not think to, and ponder.  In the very beginning God placed man in a garden (see Gen. 2) and in 
the end, we will garden (see Isa. 65:21 -22); why not also garden in between? S  

Revisiting Agriculture in Adventism 

Editorial 

Ȗ 

ȗ 

I believe  

itȔs time  

for Adventists  

as a whole  

to reexamine  

agriculture.  

Daniel 
 LaFlair 



Spring/Summer 2014 | SOoTS 5

T  he Bible provides us with beautiful soul literature, in-
cluding poetry. ThereĊs a certain sweetness of heart in 
poetic words, even when expressing lament. David, 

known as the Psalmist, certainly expressed an array of emo-
tions as a poet -songster -musician. He brought his heart to God 
in song.  
 Poetry covers the gamut of expression. All true poetry cer-
tainly isnĊt religious, yet poetry by its very type is uplifting to 
the senses, from exquisite wording to the most ordinary. The 
poem in this article, ČGodĊs Dusty Handsč expresses how God 
used something as simple as mud in a variety of ways: to create 
Adam, to bring a son to his senses, and to heal a blind man; all 
these occasions involved the same substance in different forms 
called dirt, mud or dust  
 When God became manĊs Potter, molding a human form; 
Adam literally emerged from earth dirt. God the Rescuer en-
tered into a stench -filled pigpen, leading the repentant son 
back home. The man blind from birth, felt GodĊs healing fin-
gers apply a mud poultice Ĉand when he opened his eyes he 
saw his doctor: Jesus! Evidences of youth were noted, as Adam 
walked uprightly in his young -man humanness, the prodigal 
surely leaped into the air (a common Biblical way of expressing 
elation) and the blind man? He surely danced because thatĊs 
what Jewish men do when filled with spiritual joy and celebrat-
ing; all were infused with a young spirit.  

¦ȍǀȰȸ TɎȸɃɧ ±ƚȇǀȸ  

 

An awesome thought, is it not? 

The scene of God kneeling down 

To pick up dirt to create mankind, 

Yet he did just that, without a frown, 

Because of love. 

 

And as He shaped that glob of clay 

Into a comely form named Adam; 

He who breathed stars into being 

Smiled and breathed life into him, 

Because of love. 

 

Then, another frame of time: 

God plucked a wayward son from a pigpen, 

Leading him back home to where 

ɳ ǜƚɃǮǋȳȰȸ ǋȂȝɃɧ ƚȳȂȸ ǮǋǼǀ ȍȝǋȇƾ 

Because of love. 

 

With a mud poultice, another God scene 

Found His hands patting blind eyes 

ɳȸ ɃǮǋ ƫǼǱȇǀ ȍȇǋ ƵƚǼǼǋǀƾ ȭ¾ ȸǋǋǚȮ 

His faith received sweet prize, 

Because of love. 

TȍȇȰɃȰ ɧȍɎ ǹɎȸɃ Ǽȍɤǋ ¦ȍǀȰȸ ǀɎȸɃɧ Ǯƚȇǀȸȩ  
 
 

 by Betty Kossick  
S  

 

is a retired newspaper journalist, prolific 
writer and poet. Betty and her husband, John, live in Apopka, 
Florida.  

GodĊs 

Dusty  

Hands  

Devotional 
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their posterity were given the advantage 
of learning lessons regarding the devel-
opment of the heart garden as they had 
opportunity to work in the Čdressing 
and keepingč of the garden and its pro-
duction.  
 The work of Čkeepingč the garden 
seems to include the idea of maintaining 
and nurturing the garden. This would be 
true of the heart garden also. They 
needed to cultivate those attributes and 
characteristics which most reflected 
GodĊs characterĈever growing in the 
ability to understand and participate in 
GodĊs great government of service.  
 In  serving the soil and plants, they, 
in turn, would be served by the soil and 
the plants. God established the outward 
garden as an accurate reflection of the 
inward garden. As illustrated and re-
flected by the outward garden, the culti-
vated heart -garden was to bear such 
fruit as kindness, love and service . It is 
clear that Adam and Eve were to learn 

how to Čdress and keepč the garden of 
the heart as they engaged in Čdressing 
and keepingč the garden in Eden. 
 Sin significantly affected the order 
of things, but still, God kept the role of 
the garden in its function of represent-
ing the heart of men and women. We 
read of the curse pronounced upon the 
ground because AdamĊs sinned (see 
Gen. 3:17-19), and perhaps we are prone 
to view this as an arbitrary act of God 
instigated as a punishment for AdamĊs 
sin. But the wording of the Scriptures 
forbids this conception of the matter.  
 Notice the wording of the text:     
Č�« cursed is the ground for thy sake; in 
sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days 
of thy life �«č (verse 17). Note the words 
Čfor thy sake.č God, here, is telling 
Adam that He is not just putting a curse 
on the ground, but rather He is inform-
ing Adam of something deeper. Be-
cause of AdamĊs sin, He is stating that 
this new condition of being cursed will 

W hen we consider what con-
stitutes origins, we are real -
ly talking about going back 

to the events connected with the crea-
tion account of Genesis. God was and is 
the originator of the gardening idea. He 
is the first One mentioned in Scripture 
who planted a garden: ČAnd the Lord 
God planted a garden eastward in 
Eden �«č (Gen. 2:8). 
 From the creation account we learn 
that human origins go back to the soil. 
We were made from the dust of the 
ground, and when we die we return to 
the dust of the ground. Between these 
two points we are basically sustained 
by the products that come from the 
ground. Foremost among these, of 
course, is food. God designed that we 
maintain a close connection with the 
soil through the food we eat.  
 Since it is evident that the food 
comes from the soil, it should be also 
apparent that the quality of the food 
will be dependent to a large degree 
upon the care we take of that soil. This 
may be a reason why man was given 
the work of tilling, or caring for the soil 
(see Gen. 2:5). The Bible refers to man 
being given the responsibility to Čdress 
and keepč the garden. Soil quality and 
consequently food quality would be 
dependent upon man properly exercis-
ing his responsibility to care for the soil 
and the plants.  
 I believe that there was a divine pur-
pose in GodĊs act of planting a garden 
and putting Adam and Eve in it to 
Čdress and keep it.č In reality God 
planted two gardens Ĉone in the soil of 
Eden, and one in the soil of the hearts of 
our first parents. Adam and Eve and 
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