
 

Robert Ferdinand Westling was born on May 4, 1927, to Herman and 
Miriam Westling.  He was baptized at Hebron Church in Burdick, Kansas 
and confirmed at Dayton Covenant Church in Dayton, Iowa.  He grew up 
in Harcourt, Iowa on a dairy farm.  Robert enjoyed high school baseball 
and basketball and played for a semi-pro basketball team and a semi-pro 
softball team that traveled all over Iowa.  Robert graduated in Lanyon, 
Iowa from Lanyon Consolidated Public School in 1945. The family 
moved to Kensington, Minnesota in 1951. 

Robert was united in marriage to Bernita Rasmussen on August 4, 1951, 
at the Glenwood Lutheran Parsonage in Glenwood, Minnesota.  Robert 
was a dairy farmer in Kensington where they raised their family.  He 
spent a lot of time beautifying the farm by planting trees and fruit or-
chards, and landscaping with shrubs and flowers.  After the sale of the 
farmland and dairy cows in 1976, Robert worked as a farm laborer help-
ing local neighbors.  He also worked for Alexandria Asphalt Blacktop 
Company, and the Runestone Telephone Company. In his retirement 
years, he worked at Ever-Green Yard Service with his son, Myron.   

Robert became a member of First Lutheran Church in Kensington when 
he moved to the area in 1951.  He served on the cemetery board, taught 
Sunday School, Bible Study member, choir member, usher, Sunday 
School Superintendent for 13 years, and as President of the Church 
Board.  Robert also served as a Delegate to the Northwestern ELCA Syn-
od Conventions in Moorhead. Robert also served for many organizations, 
including as a Charter Member of the Runestone Park Board, Alexandria 
Garden Club, Parent Teacher Association President, Lion’s Club and a 
bowling league. He was a catcher for Kensington Town Team Baseball 
and was active in the Douglas County Volunteer Transportation Program, 
Kensington Whist Club, Kensington 50-plus Club, and was a foster par-
ent.  Robert enjoyed doing crossword puzzles, Bingo, board games, horse 
shoes, Cribbage, caring for family dogs, bird watching and feeding, card 
playing, fishing with his children, auctions, vegetable gardening and tak-
ing produce and flowers to the county fair.  Most of all Robert loved be-
ing with his children and grandchildren and attending their sports and 
school functions.  

Robert died on Wednesday, October 12, 2022, at Bethany on the Lake at 
the age of 95.  He is survived by his children, Roberta (Bruce) Strom of 
Kensington, Eugene (Cathy) of Riverdale, NY, Brenda (Jerry) Austin of 
Clifton, CO, and Myron of Kensington; five grandchildren, Theodore 
(Maryclare) Westling, Lindsey (Lee) Oeltjenbruns, Alan (Abby) Strom, 
Brian (Hailey) Austin, Craig (Rachel) Austin; one step-granddaughter, 
Tawnya (Matt) Stepaniak; two great-granddaughters, Adeline Austin and 
Waverly Westling; four great-grandsons, Liam Oeltjenbruns, Blake 
Strom, Grady Strom, and Isaac Austin; sisters-in-law, Doris Jean Hanson, 
Joan Rasmussen, Yvonne Rasmussen, and many cousins.  Robert is pre-
ceded in death by his parents; wife, Bernita of 62 years; infant daughter; 
brothers and sisters-in-law, Larry (Patricia) Rasmussen, Donald (Ethel) 
Campbell, Virgil Rasmussen, Jerry Hanson, Dean Rasmussen; and niece, 
Kimberly Rasmussen. 

 The Twenty-Third Psalm 
 

The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 

 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

 He leadeth me beside the still waters. 

 

He restoreth my soul. He leadeth me in the 

 paths of righteousness for His name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the 

 shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art 

 with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

 

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence 

 of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 

 oil: my cup runneth over. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me  

 all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the  

 house of the Lord forever. 
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