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March 10, 1941 - February 29, 2024

The Watcher
She Always leaned to watch for us, 

Anxious if we were late,

In winter by the window,

In summer by the gate,

And though we mocked her tenderly,

Who had such foolish care,

The long way home would seem more safe,

Because she waited there.

Her thoughts were all so full of us,

She never could forget!

And so I think that where she is 

She must be watching yet.

Waiting till we come home to her,

Anxious if we are late,

Watching from Heaven's window,

Leaning on Heaven's gate.



Janice Harkema, was born on March 10th, 1941 to Arthur 
and Erma (Miller) Glaser in Flandreau, South Dakota. Janice 
grew up on a farm north of Flandreau with her older sister 
Joyce. She graduated from Flandreau High School in 1959. 
Janice then enrolled in Sioux Valley Nursing School in Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota where she graduated in 1962 as a 
registered nurse. She moved to Pipestone, Minnesota in 
1964 where she began her career at the old Pipestone 
Hospital followed by 35 years of night shiŌs at the Ashton 
Care Center. She reƟred in 2005 aŌer a 41 year nursing 
career.

Janice met the love of her life Larry in 1964 while “Cruising 
the Square”. They were married October 2, 1965 at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Flandreau, South Dakota. This 
union blessed them with three daughters, Jean, Jamie, and 
Lori. Janice and Larry made their home in Pipestone where 
they were married for 58 years. During their marriage, their 
home was Įlled with love, laughter, music, and the company 
of family and friends.

On February 29, 2024, Janice died peacefully, at age 82, 
surrounded by her family at the Pipestone County Hospice 
House in Pipestone, Minnesota.

She is lovingly remembered by her husband Larry Harkema of 
Pipestone, Minnesota; her three daughters, Jean (Keith) 
Steenstra of Holland, Minnesota, Jamie Fritz (Mark Lunn) of 
Pipestone, Minnesota, Lori (Jim) Phelps of Tea, South Dakota; 
six grandchildren, Whitney (Jordan) Tanis, Spencer (Sierra) 
Fritz, Marah (Cole) Lytle, Jason Steenstra (April Haupert), 
Lance Tvedt, Landon Fritz; Three Great-Grandchildren, 
Harper and Audden Tanis, and Emersyn Lytle; Sister, Joyce 
Beard of Winona, Minnesota; and many nieces and nephews. 
Janice is preceded in death by her parents Arthur and Erma 
Glaser; father- and mother-in-law Chris and Sophia 
Harkema.

We will forever remember you as a devoted wife, nurturing 
mother, and loving grandmother and great-grandmother.

CelebraƟng the Life of

Janice Harkema
Funeral Service

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 - 1:00 PM
First Lutheran Church
Pipestone, Minnesota

OĸciaƟng
Pastor Ann Zastrow

Scripture Readings
Psalm 100           MaƩhew 11:28-30    

Organist - Paul Henriksen

CongregaƟonal Hymns
"Amazing Grace" - Hymn #779

"Just A Closer Walk with Thee" - Hymn #697
"How Great Thou Art" - Hymn #856

Casket Bearers
Lance Tvedt                  Spencer Fritz               Landon Fritz
Whitney Tanis               Marah Lytle           Jason Steenstra

Interment
New Woodlawn Cemetery

Pipestone, Minnesota

Arrangements by
HARTQUIST FUNERAL HOME


