
 

Rosemary Ostrom 
 

Rosemary ‘Rosie’ (Langenwalter) Ostrom was born to Daniel and Pauline (Hoffman) 
Langenwalter on January 8, 1928 on the farm south of Wahpeton, ND. Rosie was the 
fourth of five children. While growing up on the farm, she worked and played with her 
sisters, Ann and Delores and brothers, Elroy and William (Willie). She attended school in 
Fairmount, ND where she served as class president during her senior year. In 1950, she 
began working as a teller/bookkeeper at the First National bank in Wahpeton, ND where 
she met James I. (Jim) Ostrom in April 1954. The bank was located at 418 Dakota Avenue, 
which would later become the home of Ostrom’s Valley Insurance. For many years, both 
Rosie and Jim “ran with the same crowd,” hanging out at the bowling alley and the 
Riverhead Bar in the Wahpeton Hotel. Rosie lived with Erlys (Ordahl) Skoog and LaRae 
(Goolsbey) Swenson. In October of 1956, she moved to Missoula, MT, where she served as 
the head teller at First National Bank. Upon return to Wahpeton, due to the unexpected 
death of her father in July 1958, Jim proposed. While Rosie accepted, she returned to 
Montana to tie up loose ends and to make her wedding dress.       
  

On October 18, 1958 Rosemary married Jim in Wahpeton. In 1961, they moved to St. 
Cloud, MN, but later returned to Wahpeton in 1965 where Jim started Ostrom’s Valley 
Insurance. Rosie joined Jim and began working at the agency in 1974 and continued to do 
so after it was purchased by their daughter, Amy, in 1993. Rosie and Jim spent many 
summer weekends with their daughters at Sunset Beach on West Battle Lake and from 
there were instrumental in organizing the annual Wahpeton, Ottertail, Oakwood 
(WOO) Golf tournament for over 25 years. In July of 2013, Jim and Rosie moved to 
Henning, MN to be closer to their daughters. At the time of her death, Rosie was living 
(and being lovingly cared for) at Our Home Your Home Assisted Living in Henning, MN. 
She was a lifelong learner and had a knack for making friends wherever she went.  
  

Rosie was a lifetime member of St. John’s Catholic Church in Wahpeton where she was 
baptized and married, and where she will have her funeral mass celebration. She was a 
member of Christian Mothers, American Legion Auxiliary, VFW Auxiliary, and 
Professional Insurance Agents. 

  

Rosie is survived by her three daughters: Jean 
Ostrom Blonigen, Fargo ND; Amy (Mike) 
Ahlfs, Ottertail, MN; and Mary (Mark) 
Ellenson, Henning, MN; six grandchildren: 
Mattie Ellenson, Taylor Blonigen, Jack 
Blonigen, Sadie (Chris Haugdahl) Ellenson, 
Jessica (Jared Powell) Anderson, and Megan 
(Matt Potrament) Ellenson; and four great-
grandchildren: Blain, Bailey, Quinn, and 
Elyse. She is also survived by her sister-in-
law and close friend, Shirley Langenwalter, 
and many other family members and friends. 
  

Rosie was preceded in death by her husband, 
Jim; her parents; her siblings, Ann 
(Langenwalter) Sheets, Elroy Langenwalter, 
Willie Langenwalter, and Delores 
(Langenwalter) Sletten and their spouses; 
her grandson, Travis Ellenson; all of Jim’s 
siblings and their spouses; and many other 
family members and friends. 

 
 

Rosemary Ostrom 
1928 - 2022 

In Loving Memory 



 
Born 

January 8, 1928 - Summit Township, North Dakota 
 

Passed Away 
August 16, 2022 - Henning, Minnesota 

 

Age 
94 Years    7 Months    8 Days 

 

Mass of Christian Burial 
10:30 AM -Saturday, August 20, 2022 

St. John’s Catholic Church - Wahpeton, North Dakota 
 

 Officiant Organist  Cantor 
 Fr. Dale Lagodinski Kathy Pauls Judy Cushing 
 

Gift Bearers - God Children 
Denise Steffens, Taffy Karel, David Langenwalter 

JoAnn Hoffmann, Randy Steffens (deceased), Cliff Barth, Jean Oberle 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 
Peter Hackett (deceased), Rhonda Mathiason 

 All who made her house their home 
Great-Grandchildren: Blain Ellenson, Bailey Markman-Blonigen, Quinn Haberman 

 

Pallbearers 

Mattie Ellenson, Sadie Ellenson, Taylor Blonigen, 
 Jack Blonigen, Jon “JR” Rust, Tom Ostrom 

 

Interment  
Calvary Cemetery - Wahpeton, North Dakota 

 

Vertin-Munson Funeral Home - Wahpeton, ND 
Funeral Directors:   Whitney  Demarais and Shanna Grumbles | www.vertinmunson.com 

This Catalpa Tree Signifies There is  

But One Life, One God, One Heaven,   

Its  Many Branches Remind  

us of the Many Mansions in   

Our Fathers House 

One For You, One For Me,  

It is Our Belief and Our Prayers  

That Mom has Reached that  

Mansion Prepared Especially for her. 


