
A
rlow

 N
elson

, 92, of M
andan, passed aw

ay on Tuesday, N
ovem

ber 26, 2019 at Sanford H
ealth in B

ism
arck.

A
rlow

 w
as born on A

ugust 4, 1927 in Form
an, N

D
 to C

harles and A
m

elia (Lebakken) N
elson. H

e w
as raised 

on the fam
ily farm

 and attended grade school at R
utland C

onsolidated. A
fter his schooling, A

rlow
 served in 

the U
nited States A

rm
y from

 1946-1947 w
here he w

as stationed at Fort M
yer in V

irginia. O
n June 23, 1951 he 

m
arried the love of his life, M

ary Prim
, in Flaxton, N

D
.

	
A

rlow
 w

orked in Fargo for G
ust O

lson C
oncrete C

om
pany and later delivered fuel for Standard O

il 
out of the M

oorhead term
inal. H

e transferred to Jam
estow

n in 1954 and w
orked as a Term

inal O
perator and 

Truck D
river for 22 years. A

rlow
 pursued an opportunity to further his career w

ith Standard O
il (A

m
oco) in 

1976 w
hen he transferred to M

andan, N
orth D

akota to becom
e H

ead Pipeliner. H
e retired in 1987 after 36 years 

w
ith Standard O

il (A
m

oco). 
	

A
rlow

 loved pitching horseshoes and w
on m

any tournam
ents, including the W

orld H
orseshoe 

Tournam
ent in his class in B

ism
arck in 2000. A

rlow
 and a couple H

orseshoe buddies oversaw
 the proper 

construction of the H
orseshoe courts at Sertom

a Park in B
ism

arck. A
fter the construction, A

rlow
 proudly spent 

tim
e m

aintaining these courts. H
e w

as also an accom
plished bow

ler, w
inning the B

is-M
an C

ity Tournam
ent in 

1981. A
rlow

 has m
any other hobbies w

hich included playing various card gam
es (Pinochle, G

in R
um

m
y, and 

especially C
ribbage), shooting pool, and he w

as also a talented singer and guitar player. 
	

A
rlow

 w
as a proud and m

eticulous m
an. H

e upheld the N
elson fam

ily value of “here’s the w
ork - get it done.” A

rlow
 w

as never one to 
sit still and w

as fiercely independent, living alone and taking care of him
self, hom

e, and yard. H
e had a “fixer” attitude and found a w

ay to adapt 
and overcom

e any obstacles he faced. A
rlow

 and his beloved M
ary loved to spend m

any hours w
altzing around the dance floor. A

rlow
 loved all 

sports but w
as especially a devoted Tw

ins fan. A
rlow

 had a w
itty sense of hum

or that his fam
ily and friends enjoyed. The light of A

rlow
’s spirit w

ill 
continue to guide our paths and be reflected in generations to com

e.
	

B
lessed to have shared in his life are: his daughter, C

arol (B
arry) B

eechie, M
andan; sons, K

eith (C
arm

elle), Fargo, B
ruce (M

ary), G
oodyear, 

A
Z and R

odney (D
enise), B

ism
arck; grandchildren, Eric (Jessie) N

elson, Ryan N
elson, and M

atthew
 N

elson, Tucker (K
endra) B

eechie, Leanne 
B

eechie, C
ole N

elson; and great-grandson O
w

en. 
	

H
e w

as preceded in death by his parents, C
harles and A

m
elia; his w

ife, M
ary; sisters, Edna 

Sandness, Laura B
row

n, and D
oris N

elson; brothers, A
lvin, R

aym
ond, N

orm
an, M

arvin, Law
rence, 

and M
elford. 

	
M

em
orials are preferred to the B

ism
arck M

andan M
usicians A

ssociation, PO
 B

ox 88, 
M

andan, N
D

 58554.          Please go to w
w

w.B
uehlerLarson.com

 to share m
em

ories of A
rlow. 
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