
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Not How Did He Die,  
But How Did He Live? 

 

Not how did he die, but how did he live? 
Not what did he gain, but what did he give? 

 

These are the units to measure a worth 
Of a man as a man, regardless of birth. 

 

Not, what was his church, nor what was his creed? 
But had he befriended those really in need? 

 

Was he ever ready, with words of good cheer, 
To bring back a smile, to banish a tear? 

 

Not what did the story in the newspaper say, 
But how many were sorry when he passed away. 

 
 

Memorial Service 
Thursday, October 6, 2022 ~ 2:00 p.m. 

Carlin Funeral Home 
Fosston, Minnesota 

 

Officiating 
Pastor Seth Johnson 

Pastor of Bethel Assembly Church 
 

Memories 
Dan LaVoi 

 

Special Reading 
“Grandpa Kept a Garden” Read by Paul’s grandchildren 

 

Special Music 
“In the Garden” Solo by Pastor Seth Johnson 

 

Recorded Music 
“My House” by Randy Travis 

~ 

“I’m in a Hurry” by Alabama 
 

Congregational Hymn 
“Amazing Grace” 

 

 
All are invited to Dan & Geri LaVoi’s home after the service today  

for a bite to eat and visiting. The LaVoi home is located two houses to  
the north of the funeral home. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

The code above is Paul’s 
Tribute Video. Simply hold 
your phones camera over 

the code and press the link 
that appears. 



    Paul Wayne Ophus was born August 4, 1956 in Fosston to parents J. Philip 
and Eunice (Hanson) Ophus. 
    Paul graduated from Fosston High School in 1974. He attended Wadena 
Area Vocational Technical Institute for Telephone Communications 
Technology, graduating in 1976. 
    Paul worked at the Fosston Elevator Co-op as a grain buyer until 1983 
when he was injured in an anhydrous ammonia tank accident. He then went 
to work with his brother, Rich, at his business, Northside Construction, as a 
heavy equipment operator in building trades. He traveled to the Twin Cities 
weekly for work for three years but returned home every weekend to be 
with his family. In 1990 Paul went to work for Kraus-Anderson Construction, 
St. Paul Division until his retirement in 2014.  
    Paul was a proud member of the International Union of Operating 
Engineers for 31 years. He could skillfully operate any piece of heavy 
equipment from a backhoe to a tower crane.  
    Paul was united in marriage to Judy Ball of Lengby, MN on December 12, 
1981. Their daughter Kelly was born in 1983 and their son Andrew in 1987. 
The couple resided on their farm near Fosston until 1987, when they moved 
to the Twin Cities, built their home and raised their family in Lino Lakes, MN. 
In 2016, Paul and Judy returned to the Fosston area and built their home on 
the original farm they had left in 1987. 
    Paul instilled a strong work ethic in his children. He often said about work, 
“Every day, on time, sober.” He worked hard all week and played hard every 
weekend. He enjoyed being on their boat, teaching many to waterski. He also 
enjoyed hunting, riding snowmobile, restoring John Deere tractors, and 
playing cribbage.  
    Paul is survived by his wife Judy of Fosston; his daughter Kelly (Nicholas) 
Sather of Fosston; and his son Andrew (Alanna Hanson) Ophus of Forest 
Lake, MN; grandchildren Brodie and Owen Sather, and Emily, Blake, Rhett 
and Ella Ophus. Also surviving are his siblings and their spouses: Denise 
Overmoen, West Fargo, ND; Richard (Gloria) Ophus, Hugo, MN; Bette Kluck, 
Maple Grove, MN; and Geraldine (Daniel) LaVoi, Fosston, MN; father-in-law, 
Robert Ball, Fosston; sisters-in-law and their spouses Deb (Ernie) Moen, 
Cambridge, MN and Roberta (Paul) Freeman, Fergus Falls, MN; many nieces 
and nephews and their families; and Paul’s many friends.  
    Paul is proceeded in death by his parents J. Philip and Eunice Ophus; an 
infant granddaughter; his mother-in-law Lois Ball; sister and brother-in-law 
Peggy and Wallace Nelson; brothers-in-law Randal Ball and Lloyd Overmoen; 
nephews Robert John Ball and Jonathon Overmoen.  

 

Blessed be his memory 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Celebrating the Life of 

Paul Wayne Ophus 
August 4, 1956  ~ September 24, 2022 


