When | must leave you for a little while
Please do not grieve and shed wild tears
And hug your sorrow to you through the years.
But start out bravely with a gallant smile;
And for my sake and in my name
Live on and do all things the same.

Feed not your loneliness on empty days,
But fill each waking hour in useful ways,
Reach out your hand in comfort and in cheer
And | in turn will comfort you And hold you near;
And never, never be afraid to die,

For | am waiting for you in the sky!
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A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss
Oh yes, these things | too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow
| wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.

My life’s been full, | savored much
Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch.
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and peace to thee
God wanted me now; He set me free.

Donald Lockwood
Terrance Lockwood
Randy Prioleau

Gary Bess, Sr.
Gary Bess, Jr.
Carl Bess

Eric Smalls
Christopher Singleton
Henry Cromedy

Benjamin
Brandon Heyward

Family and Friends

The family of the late
would like to thank you for your visits, gifts, phone callsand

prayers. May God forever bless you!
E

I’d like the memory of me to be a happy one.

I’d like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done.

I’d like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways,
Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days.
I’d like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun;
Of happy memories that | leave when life is done.
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LIFIZAND

I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto
the Father, but by me." John 14:6 (KJV)

A TIME TO BE BORN
Gennaleeza Jane Bess Heyward is the daughter of the late Mr.
Rufus Guy Lockwood (Huger, SC) and the late Ms. Thelma Bess
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania). She was born on November 15, 1949, in
Charleston, SC.

A TIME TO PLANT

Gennaleeza received her formal education at Cainhoy Elementary/
High School in Huger, South Carolina. She moved to Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, to further her education and care for her family.
Gennaleeza then moved to New York City, where she worked at Alex-
ander's, a high-scale business, clothing, and retail department store
with the passion of becoming a fashion designer. Gennaleeza always
had creativity and passion for fashion design which allowed it to
transform into a new, beautiful way. She loved to shop for fashionable
clothing and styled them elegantly. After working at Alexander's for
13 years in New York City and spending time in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania, Gennaleeza returned to Huger, SC, to start a family.

A TIME TO EMBRACE
On June 20,1978, Gennaleeza married William Heyward, Jr. To this
union, three children were born: Jamie, Brandon, and Randy. She also
mothered Bernard Heyward III, Shawn H. Bess and Elizabeth Gant.
Her children made her a happy grandmother of 15 grandchildren, 18
great grandchildren, 2 great-great grandchildren.

Gennaleeza was employed at Sandpiper Village of Mount Pleasant,
S.C. as a dietary assistant in the early 90's. She loved feeding the
disabled senior adults good, nutritious food. She also worked for
Cainhoy Elementary, High School-and the Berkeley County School
District (for over 20 years until she retired in 2009). The children
that she worked with gave her so much joy and happiness.

Post-retirement, she continued to work as a private home health aide
for disabled, senior adults and children.

Gennaleeza was always known as a humble, loving, and straightfor-
ward person who loved GOD with a passion. Gennaleeza accepted
Christ as her Lord and Savior in 1985.

Gennaleeza became a member of New Hope United Methodist Church
at a young age and continued to be called on by the Lord to do
missionary assignments. She was a Sunday School teacher and an
Evangelist who loved to teach bible scriptures and talked about living
a life for the Lord. She was also a Lay Servant, served on the Steward-
ess Board, and a called-on prayer warrior for the Interdenomination-
al Women's Prayer Group for 7 years at God's Way World Outreach
Church, Mount Pleasant, SC. She always ministered to people every
place she went. Gennaleeza's passion and goal was to travel interna-
tionally to foreign places to pray for God's children and to carry on
missionary assignments.

A TIME TO TRANSITION
Gennaleeza, transitioned to a new life in Glory on Friday, October 25, 2024.

Gennaleeza was preceded in death by her parents, Mr. Rufus Guy Lockwood
and Ms. Thelma Bess; son, Bernard Heyward III; grandson, Tyrell Bess and
brother, Charlie Burns.

A TIME TO KEEP

Gennaleeza Jane Bess Heyward is survived by her husband, Mr. William
Heyward, Jr.; her children, Mr. Shawn H. Bess, Mr. Jamie B. Heyward (April),
Deacon Brandon J. Heyward (Devonia), Mr. Randy M. Heyward (Shayla) and
Ms. Elizabeth Gant; her siblings: Ms. Debra Bess, Mr. Gary Bess (Karen),
Mrs. Vanessa Bess, Mr. Carl Bess, Mrs. Monica Bess, Ms. Stacey Bess,
(Philadelphia, Pennsylvania), Ms. Gayle Lockwood, Mr. Gary Lockwood
(Lorrie), Mrs. Ezora Frazier (Anthony), Ms. Sheryl Murrah, and Ms. Alfreda
Lockwood; special aunts, Anna Watson and Albertha Simmons; special cous-
ins: Apostle Dr. Helen Kinloch, Juanita Bess, Valerie Bess, Ann Bess, Carolyn
Bess, Louise Smalls, Beatrice Robinson, Louise Geathers, Ella Mae Dupree,
Geraldine Lockwood, Kathleen Lockwood, Tom Lockwood, Pastor Melvin
Wright, Sr. and Mrs. Kathy Wright; special nieces: Monique Bess, LaShawn
Heyward-Ellington and Jennien Heyward; special friends: Pastor Geneva
Stafford, Pastor Stephanie Stafford, Eliza Stafford, Thelma Cromedy and
Mildred Cromedy; special pet cat, Furby; and a host of grandchildren; great-
grandchildren; great-great grandchildren, other relatives and friends.
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