August 13, 2020

Northwest Christian School

Summer Memo
Dear Northwest Christian Families,
We have recent developments that I would like to communicate with you. Last Thursday, Governor Inslee
and State Superintendent Reykdal held a press conference notifying Washington state that they would
honor the parameters they had set to allow schools to reopen for “in person” instruction. In the same
press conference, he noted that county health departments should take the lead in deciding if it is safe or
unsafe to open and then outlined his definition of what that would look like. Our current status in Pierce
County at the time was 130 infection cases per 100,000 residents (over a 14-day average) which placed us
in the high category.
We are continuing to watch the Washington state dashboard to monitor our latest conditions. The data
has been encouraging - there has been a decrease in daily numbers and we are optimistic that this positive trend will continue. Based on these changing conditions, the Washington Conference Education Department has recommended that we delay the start of our school year by two weeks to allow continued
progress and our school board has voted to make this change Thus, our new start date is Wednesday,
September 9. We plan to open at this time with two options, “in person” instruction or virtual instruction.
If you would like to have your student enrolled in our school but would prefer to do online learning at the
start of the school year, please let me know.
We will not be required to add additional days. During this delayed start, teachers will be working diligently to create a safe learning environment and stimulating lessons. The staff will also continue to work
toward the implementation of four new programs: 1. Jupiter is our new school management program
that has replaced RenWeb (FACTS). 2. MAPs is our new assessment test and will replace Iowa Assessment. 3. Seesaw for K-3 and Google Classroom for 4-8 for our virtual students. 4 New Big Ideas math curriculum.
We will be providing an orientation time for our families with each of their child’s teachers the week of
August 31. These will be done in one hour blocks in order to allow families to ask questions, see the classroom set up, have an introduction to new technology, and provide time for the teacher to do student
assessments. .We will be emailing more detailed information regarding orientation with sign up links in
the near future.
We appreciate your words of encouragement through this very fluid time. We will continue to give you
updates as we get closer to the start of the school year.
Please feel free to contact me with questions or concerns. It will be a great year and we look forward to
being able to connect with you during our orientation days.
-Principal Carisa Carr

Classroom orientation will take place the
week of August 31st. Please be watching for
an email with a digital sign up sheet. We can
allow one family at a time in each classroom.
School supply lists are attached to this email and
on our website. Please email your child’s teacher
with any questions.
Kindergarten: Carin Howell chowell@nwchristianschool.org
1st and 2nd: MaKayla Carter mcarter@nwchristianschool.org
3rd: Sandy Hawkins shawkins@nwchristianschool.org

4th and 5th: Josh Bonifant jbonifant@nwchristianschool.org
5th and 6th: Angela Johnston ajohnston@nwchristianschool.org
7th and 8th: Carisa Carr ccarr@nwchristianschool.org
Immunizations-Please check with your Dr.’s office to be sure your child is up to
date. As of August 1st, the state has changed the Tdap guidelines to being a 7th
grade requirement. If your child had the Tdap for 6th grade they do not need
another shot.

Most Kindergarten, and some 7th grade students are in need of
immunizations prior to the start of the school year.
Check out https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/
Pubs/348-295-SchoolImmReqforParents2020-2021.pdf
Students cannot attend school without being up to date on immunizations

