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The Metamorphosis Section Il Post-Reading Questions

1. What differences does Gregor notice about his body and appetites? What is significant about these
differences?

Gregor beﬁ'\r\s to "learn the value" of his antennae which he uses to feels his way around in the dark. He also does
not en\‘)o&j his favorite meal and {eels uneasy in his tall room. He would rather eat Sarbaﬁe and crawl under the
couch. Gregor also notices that his boo\wj has healed faster than he an’r'\clpa’reo\.

2. What conclusion does Gregor come to after his first night under the couch?

Gregor concludes that he needs to remain calm and patient. His main worry is for that of his ?am'\ltj and how he
can make his transformation bearable for them,

3. Describe Gregor’s sister, Grete. What conflicting emotions does she seem to have?

Grete is the only ?am\lﬁ member who takes care of Gregor. She bringe him sweet milk and bread, but she
removes his bowl "us\nﬁ a rag not her bare hands.' She brings him other things to eat, but does ot stay in the
same room with him, This indicates that she cares for her brother stil but is somewhat repulsed by him.

4. What does Gregor’s father reveal about the family’s financial status? What is significant about the truth?
How does Gregor react?

Mr. Samsa reveals that there was some rnoney le€t £rom his old, £ailed business that has been collecting interest,
He also reveals that ’rhe\j have not used all of the rmoney that Gregor has been prov'\o\'\nﬁ each month. Gregor
notices that this extra money could have been used to ‘reduce his father's debt to his boss' and get him out of
his hated Jjob sooner; but he is 3ra’re€ul that the savings are there instead of aNgrY. Gregor is ashamed that his
?am'uﬁ rembers may have to et Jobe to support themsehes when he has been the sole provider.

5. How does Gregor respond when Grete decides to remove the furniture from his room? What does his
response tell you about him?

At st Gregor enjoye the {-‘eel‘mg of crawling on his ceiling and walls, but when Grete decides to remove his
furniture to €aciitate this movements, Gregor is uneasy, He is not sure he wants to make his room ‘info a cave"
and “Qorﬁe‘r his past when he had stil been human.' He is trying to keep some of his humanity intact.

6. Why does Gregor risk so much to save the picture of the woman in fur?

Gregor wants to save the picture because it represents him, He made the frame by hand, and the picture
of the woman in it svmbol\callﬁ represents cireﬁor's situation. He has some of his human mind but is
covered by & second skin of @ vermin in the same manner as the woman i covered in the fur of another
animal, Gregor is ’rrﬁ\nﬁ to embrace what human\’rg he has lett.
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7. How has Grete’s demeanor toward Gregor transformed at the end of Section I1?

Grete becomes uncomfortable when she waks into Greﬂor's room early and £inds him at the window. She
'\mmeo\‘melg leaves and her demeanor toward him becomes more cold and uneasy. Greqor decides to
cover himself with a sheet, +hmk‘m3 she wil remove it, but she never does. It is Grete who pushes to rid
Greﬁor's room of all vesﬂﬁes of his human'\’rtj and becomes a vocal decider in the f:‘am’\ltj. She reacts with
anger when their mother Laints after see\ng Gregqor transformed.

8. How has Mr. Samsa’s appearance changed since Gregor’s transformation?

Mr. Samsa returns 'dressed in @ smart blue uniform with ﬁolo\ buttons” with combed hair and £resh eues.
He has not looked this 3ooo\ in years, He used to be tired and used a walk\nﬁ stick., Now he stands up
s’rraBM and commands au’rhor'\’rtj.

9. How is Gregor wounded and what might be the significance of the manner of his injury (including the
object that wounded him)?

Mr. Samsa believes that Gregor 3o’r out of his room and harmed Mre. Samsa throws apples at Gregor. one
hits Gregor in his back and Ioo\ﬁes there causing hirm great pain and confusion. Apples are usualy symbolic
of sin because of Adam and Eve from the old Testament. It is supposed fo be the “Gruit of kr\omleo\ﬁe"
and Gregor gains knowledﬁe about the true ?eel]ngs of his ?am\lﬁ from the apple.
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