“The Ultimate” Sanctuary Message?

Christ Came to Restore His Image in the
Sanctuary of Man’s Heart
Ellen G. White
The education to be secured by searching the Scriptures is an experimental knowledge of
the plan of salvation. Such an education will restore the image of God in the soul. It will
strengthen and fortify the mind against temptation, and fit the learner to become a coworker with Christ in His mission of mercy to the world. It will make him a member of the
heavenly family; and prepare him to share the inheritance of the saints in light.1
If the servants of God will walk with Him in faith, He will give power to their message. They
will be enabled so to present His love and the danger of rejecting the grace of God that
men will be constrained to accept the gospel. Christ will perform wonderful miracles if men
will but do their God-given part. In human hearts today as great a transformation may be
wrought as has ever been wrought in generations past. John Bunyan was redeemed from
profanity and reveling, John Newton from slave dealing, to proclaim an uplifted Saviour. A
Bunyan and a Newton may be redeemed from among men today. Through human agents
who co-operate with the divine, many a poor outcast will be reclaimed, and in his turn will
seek to restore the image of God in man. There are those who have had very meager
opportunities, who have walked in ways of error because they knew no better way, to
whom beams of light will come. As the word of Christ came to Zacchaeus, "Today I must
abide at thy house" (Luke 19:5), so the word will come to them; and those who were
supposed to be hardened sinners will be found to have hearts as tender as a child's
because Christ has deigned to notice them. Many will come from the grossest error and
sin, and will take the place of others who have had opportunities and privileges but have
not prized them. They will be accounted the chosen of God, elect, precious; and when
Christ shall come into His kingdom, they will stand next His throne.2
The true object of education is to restore the image of God in the soul. In the beginning,
God created man in his own likeness. He endowed him with noble qualities. His mind was
well-balanced, and all the powers of his being were harmonious. But the fall and its effects
have perverted these gifts. Sin has marred and well-nigh obliterated the image of God in
man. It was to restore this that the plan of salvation was devised, and a life of probation
was granted to man. To bring him back to the perfection in which he was first created, is
the great object of life,–the object that underlies every other. It is the work of parents and
teachers, in the education of the youth, to co-operate with the divine purpose; and in so
doing they are "laborers together with God." [1 Cor. 3:9.]3
There are but few who have an appreciation of the grievous character of sin, and who
comprehend the greatness of the ruin that has resulted from the transgression of God's
law. By examining the wonderful plan of redemption to restore the sinner to the moral
image of God, we see that the only means for man's deliverance was wrought out by the
self-sacrifice, and the unparalleled condescension and love of the Son of God. He alone

had the strength to fight the battles with the great adversary of God and man, and, as our
substitute and surety, he has given power to those who lay hold of him by faith, to become
victors in his name, and through his merits.4
To many, education means a knowledge of books; but "the fear of the Lord is the
beginning of wisdom." [Ps. 111:10.] The true object of education is to restore the image of
God in the soul. The first and most precious knowledge is the knowledge of Christ; and
wise parents will keep this fact ever before the minds of their children. Should a limb be
broken or fractured, parents will try every means that love or wisdom can suggest to
restore the affected member to comeliness and soundness. This is right, it is their duty; but
the Lord requires that still greater tact, patience, and persevering effort be employed to
remedy blemishes of the soul. That father is unworthy of the name who is not to his
children a Christian teacher, ruler, and friend, binding them to his heart by the strong ties of
sanctified love,–a love which has its foundation in duty faithfully performed.5
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