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The Spirit  
March 2020  

Here we are in the season of Lent again! I love Lent, 
but I know not everyone embraces it as I do. Espe-
cially those who have experienced Lent as a time 
when guilt was the focus are not eager to embrace 
this season. So, I hope the focus for Lent this year 
will strike a chord with you: ñDraw near to God 
and God will draw near to you.ò Thatôs actually 
part of a larger passage that might illuminate the 
darkness of Lent: ñDraw near to God, and [God] will 
draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, 
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 
9 Lament and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be 
turned into mourning and your joy into dejection. 
10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will 
exalt you.ò James 4:8-10. 
 

No wonder Lent has a bad name! Who wants to la-
ment and mourn and weep? Turns out humans donôt 
like to look at the hard stuff, in ourselves or in the 
world as long as weôre able to avoid it. But, the wis-
dom of scripture tells us that never turns out well. 
The wisdom of the church yearôs seasons give us a 
chance every year to embrace that wisdom; to brave-
ly look at our own hands and heart and minds, let-
ting God reveal how we may have fooled our-
selves into thinking we were immortal; we were 

in control! We do all of this for the sake of drawing 
near to God, knowing that the presence of God, the 
deep assurance that God is with us, is worth whatev-
er it takes. 

As Father Richard Rohr, author of our devotional 
book, ñWondrous Encounters,ò writes; ñThere are 
two moments that matter. One is when you know 
that your one and only life is absolutely valuable 
and alive. The other is when you know your life, as 
presently lived, is entirely pointless and empty. You 
need both of them to keep you going in the right di-
rection. Lent is about both.ò 

God longs to be at the center of our hearts and of our 
lives! That is what we are meant for: loving fellow-
ship with God in this life, here and now, that never 
ends. Itôs all the stuff of human freedom that gets in 
the way of our knowing that profound fellowship. 
Thatôs the stuff that needs our lament, our weeping 
and ultimately our turning back to God, humbly ac-
knowledging our need for God to make things right 
again and again in our lives. We encounter our 
true selves, honestly, bravely so that we can en-
counter Godôs immense love for us fully. 



 2 

Dear Friends in Christ,  

Last Sunday (February 2), the news from 
Punxsutawney, PA, was that Phil, the  
groundhog, did not see his shadow, which  
happily means that warmer weather is just  
around the corner. That same day, Bill Murray  
and cast members from the movie,  
Groundhog Day, were back on the scene,  
this time selling Jeeps in a Superbowl ad.  
It was good to see Phil and Bill again and,  
believe it or not, it led me to think about  
Transfiguration Sunday and the season  
of Lent, which are  fast approaching on  
our Church Calendar.  

Many of you remember how, in Groundhog  
Day, Bill Murray is in Punxsutawney as a  
TV reporter ready to announce whether  
Phil sees his shadow  or not. For some  
unknown reason, a spell is cast and Murray is 
forced to re-live Groundhog Day over and over 
again. Each morning he wakes up and it is still  
February 2. He meets the same people,  
experiences the same events and hears  
the same music on the radio. Soon he discovers  
that he has the freedom to make some choices  
about what he will do each day, but he canôt  
escape the day itself. The cycle goes on and  
on, sometimes to his liking, and sometimes not.  
He becomes desperate to get out.  

 These days, many of us can feel like we are  

caught in a repeating and inescapable cycle.  
The same bleak news on the TV. The same  
grim conflicts in the world. The same arguments at 
home. The same headaches at work. The same bills 
to pay and problems to solve. The dates on the cal-
endar change, but our lives and our planet seem to 
re-cycle through the same grinding patterns. We 
begin to wonder, as the bistro song puts it, ñIs that 
all there is, my friends; is that all there is?ò  

In Groundhog Day, it is love and trust that finally 
frees Bill Murray from his numbing, repeating trap. 
He tries everything else at first. He tries to rescue 
himself through force, manipulation, and even self-
destruction. Yet life is always outside of his control. 
Freedom arrives when love comes to him as a gift 
from the outside (grace) and he lets go and entrusts 
himself to that love.  

In the life of Godôs people, the same thing  
happens. Feeling caught in a never-ending cycle  
of fear and disappointment, we try to get what we 
want by force, manipulation, money or mutually 
destructive behavior. We try to take charge of our 
life and grasp for what we want, but the safety and  
happiness we desire often feels just beyond our 
reach.  

But then the love of God breaks into our midst and 

WHERE DO YOU FEEL 
TRAPPED? 

I hope you will join me and all your siblings at 
Amazing Grace in this brave, deep dive into the 

truth of our humanity that shatters all that binds us,  

freeing us to love and be loved by God and each 
other as the beloved of God that we are! 

We gather every Sunday morning as usual, a mini-
Easter celebration (thatôs why Sundays donôt 
ñcountò as part of the 40 days of Lent.) We also 
gather Thursday nights at 5:45 for a simple soup 
supper with a time of focused conversation. Then at 
7:00 weôll move into the sanctuary for Prayer 
Around the Cross for a couple of the weeks. One 
week weôll experience Prayer for the World and 
another weôll practice the deep Labyrinth prayer. 
Throughout the week I hope you will join in read-
ing Wondrous Encounters (books are still available 
or can be downloaded from Amazon) or another 

devotional book while practicing as best you can 
the spiritual disciplines of Lent that make all the 
work of lament, and truth-telling about ourselves 
possible: fasting (whatever restraint you feel God is 
leading you to), prayer, works of love and, giving 
especially to those on the margins.  

Godôs love for you and for all people is the deep, 
bedrock truth of existence! I hope you will join in 
the hard work of digging through the muck to get at 
that truth so that we can be transformed by God. 
Whatever you are able to make a part of your Len-
ten discipline this year, know this: God loves you 
and that never ends. Nothing you do will ever stop 
that love. Nothing you leave undone will ever stop 
that love. All is invitation into deeper awareness 
and experience of that love.  

Pastor Val 
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      WE ARE ENTRUSTED WITH THE MINISTRY OF PRAYER 

FOR THOSE IN NEED OF HEALING:  
Ella Swanson, June Bender, Glo-
ria Bilderback, Andrea 
Barkstrom, Holly Henderson, Co-
dy Walls, Carter, Kenny McCoy, 
Susie Kallendar, Kevin, Tom 
Plumlee, Lana Wilke, Ginny 
Clark,  Philip, Matthew Green 
and his family, Betty Schlaht, 
David Shaw, Don Rabung, Whit-
ney Morean, David Hanson.  We 
pray for the comfort and peace 

for family and friends of Carmon Shawôs step-
mother, Beth. May she rest in peace and rise in glo-
ry. 
 
FOR AMAZING GRACE: that all we do in  
fellowship and service would be done humbly fol-
lowing the Holy Spiritôs guidance. 
 
FOR THE WORLD: Console us, Redeemer God, 
when we are dismayed by the news of the world. Stir 
your people to act and speak for justice and mercy 
throughout the world. 
 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE SERVED IN THE 
MILITARY IN THE PAST AND FOR THOSE 
CURRENTLY SERVING: especially Caleb 
Berken, Steven Kincaid, John Kupka. 

 
FOR MISSIONARIES AROUND THE WORLD: 
especially Stacie Evensenôs Myanmar Mission. 

 
FOR THOSE WHO LIVE ON THE MARGINS 
IN OUR OWN COMMUNITY: Those who live 
outside, in cars, or in unstable housing; those who 
live with food insecurity; those who are unemployed 
or under-employed. 

 
FOR THOSE WHO WORK FOR THE CARE 
OF THE VULNERABLE IN OUR COMMUNI-
TY: Organizers of Family Promise, workers at the 
Salvation Army and Union Gospel Mission and 
those reorganizing the Aberdeen Food Bank. 

 
God of love, hear our prayer. Amen. 

 

We periodically edit the prayer list. Please contact 
the office 532-8250 to update prayer requests. 

Contact Brenda Grant with prayer requests at: 
 brenda_k_grant@hotmail.com 

we are invited simply to trust that love and release 
ourselves into Godôs grace and power.  

For example, in the book of Exodus,  
God  hears the cry of the Israelites living 
 in a constant cycle of slavery, poverty  
and violence in Egypt. God comes to  
set them free to a new life in a new country.  
On the way there, God takes them on a  
journey through the wilderness, which  
becomes for them a forty-year graduate  
course in how to let go and trust Godôs love.  

In the Gospels, Jesus again and again meets  
people who are caught in a cycle of fear,  
sickness, abuse or violence. Lepers; outcasts;  
the paralyzed; desperate poor people; anxious  
rich people. They all feel trapped. Yet, when  
they meet Jesus, the grace and love of God  
open up a new day and Jesus simply says to  
them, ñLet go of everything and follow me.ò  

Where do we feel trapped? Where do we find  
ourselves repeatedly trying to manipulate and  
compete for what we want? How are we  
exhausted from trying to control a life that is basi-
cally out of our control?  

Jesus announces that the love of God, which forever 
surrounds and fills us, now also comes to set us free. 
We are invited to let ourselves go and trust that love, 
which takes us on the path to new life. That is the 
gift of transformation we witness on Transfiguration 
Sunday. That is the journey of renewal which we 
will walk in the season of Lent. 
May God bring us blessings, 
grace, and new beginnings in the 
weeks ahead.  

In Christ,  

Bishop Rick Jaech  

mailto:brenda_k_grant@hotmail.com
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BIRTHDAYS: 

Jared Erwin, March 1 

Trace Erwin, March 1 

Francis Beeman, March 4 

Jim Erickson, March 5 

Lana Lile, March 6 

Haley Sykes, March 7 

Eileen Audett, March 9 

William Rabung, March 9 

Thomas Evanson, March 10 

Steven Kincaid, March 10 

Laura Carle, March 15 

Mary Ann Majar, March 20 

Jesse Channel, Mach 21 

John Kincaid, March 22 

Craig Teveliet, March22 

Tim Leithold, March 24 

Josie Weiberg, March 24 

Moonbeam Kupka, March 26 

Jordan Weiberg, March 27 

Michael Pellessier, march 28 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: 

Dennis & Donna Morrisette,  March 11 

Mark Smalley & Trish Safstrom, March 15 

Gregory & Cynthia Johnstone,  March 20 

March Birthdays and Anniversaries 

 

Thank you: 
Lynette Lile for coordinating the funeral reception 
for Donna Spere.  It was beautiful and so appreciat-
ed by the family. 
 
The quilters group for providing the flowers for the 
tables, a special touch inspired by Donna! 
 
Amy Ostwald for beautiful bulletin cover art in Ad-
vent and Epiphany. 
 
Dee & Amy for stunning banners during Advent & 
Epiphany. 
 
Psalmists for sharing their gifts in preaching. 
 
Liturgical Arts Team (LAT): Amy, Dee, Lynnette, 
Pastor Val, Steve Swanson & Marti Debandt for 

stars and beautiful d®cor that enhances our worship 
every week.  
 
Mike Barkstrom coordinating installation of the 
new carpet at the sanctuary door and the fencing 
around the basement door.  
 
The guys (Mark O., Keith, Steve, Joe, and Mark S.) 
for moving the pianoðyou guys are tough! 
 
Hank and Kris and the choir and bells for leading 
our worship with beautiful music. 
 
Liturgists, worship assistants, ushers, and everyone 
who serves on Sunday morning to lead us in wor-
ship! 

 VALENTINE CARE PACKAGES 
  
Due to your generosity of food and money our church packed and sent 13 Valentine Care packages to our col-
lege age youth.  It's fun to send some love to them from their church family!  Thank you to the youth who 
helped to pack them all! 
 

Lynette  
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UNION GOSPEL MISSION March 3 
Jill Waite,  Leader    Doris Tieder, Suzan 
Stegemoeller, Dee Erickson, Shawn Dickson, An-
nette Biornstadt   
Substitutes: Hiedi  Seelke, Carmon Shaw  
360-532-2940 

 
The director of UGM says that 
we can expect to serve about 50  
people. They need food delivered 
before 5PM so that they know 
what is coming. Thank you!!! 

 
HELPING GRAYS HARBORôS AT-

RISK YOUTH 
The 1st Sunday of each month we 
highlight the needs of the at-risk 

youth in our community. Our Caring Cupboard is 
a one- stop donation site for the Gravity Center 
and other entities that serve Grays  Harbor Youth. 
G.R.A.V.I.T.Y. Program 

Typical Gravity Center kids are experiencing  
poverty and neglect. The kids are always hungry 
and can  always use: Cup of Noodles, instant cocoa 
packets, bread, peanut butter and jelly, canned tu-
na, cookies and fruit. In addition the teen parents 
need: Diapers Size 1 or larger, baby wipes, soaps 
or  lotions, clothes, bottles, Childrenôs Tylenol, dia-
per rash creams. These items may be left in the 
basket in the Parish Hall for pick-up and delivery 
by Vicki Mitchell. 

THANKS WEôVE RECEIVED FROM OTHERS 
¶ Pacific Lutheran University thanks Amazing Grace for a donation of $160.60 

RECYCLE OPTION! 
To keep in line with our recycling mission, please bring your newspapers in a bag to church! There will be a 
container in the room by the caring cupboard sections. It says ñnewspaper onlyò.  The  Lions members from 
our congregation will take it  away. 

FELLOWSHIP 
Thank you for using cloth napkins! When you are done with them, please take them home to wash them and 
return them before fellowship the next Sunday.  

ANNUAL 4-F 
ST. PATTYôS DINNER 

Saturday March 21st will be our 6th annual St Pattyôs dinner. We are very close to funding the replacement of 
the parish hall roof. 
 
We need to know how many to prepare for, we appreciate your payment of $20 when you sign up. 
If you are willing to provide soda bread, please let Eileen Schermer know. 

We will have another fun night. Charles will be at the piano to accompany your singing! 

 

Your 4-F team  

SERVING AT AMAZING GRACE 
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GROWING AT AMAZING GRACE 

LENT RETREAT 
March 21, 10-3 at Amazing Grace. Please join at  
this halfway point of Lent for a time of learning  
and growing in faith and relationships. Compassion 
is our centering theme so we'll begin by looking at 
the compassion of God and how that shapes the  
compassion we are to have toward ourselves, those 
we love and the wider world. We'll learn some  
prayer practices, learn from some wise leaders on  
the subject and share our own insights into and  

longings for compassion for ourselves and for the 
world. 
There is a $10 charge for materials and food which 
can be paid the day of the retreat. Please pre-register 
so that we have food and supplies for everyone. You 
can register by calling Amazing Grace church office 
at 360.532.8250 or emailing amaz-
ing111@comcast.net or signing up in the fellowship 
hall Everyone is welcome whether you attend Amaz-
ing Grace or any church so bring a friend.  

NEW MEMBER CLASS 
Classes for potential new members and anyone who 
wants to brush up on "WHY WE DO WHAT WE 
DO AS LUTHERAN CHRISTIANS" will be March 
15, 22 & 29 after worship (11:30 - 1pm). Please plan 

to attend if you are interested in 'officially' joining 
Amazing Grace. Please speak with Pastor Val for 
more information or to schedule a time to meet. New 
members will be received at worship on Palm Sun-
day, April 5th. 

FIRST COMMUNION 
First Communion instruction for all children will be 
Sunday April 4th (Palm Sunday) from noon-3. We'll 
learn about the Lord's Supper - what it means to us 
as Lutheran Christians, what we do and why and 
what God promises to do through this meal. We'll 
make the bread and crush grapes for juice both of 
which will be served at Maundy Thursday service 
that week.  

Any child who has not already received this instruc-
tion is welcome along with their adults. We'll cele-
brate "first" communion (first time after instruction) 
on April 9th 7pm at Maundy Thursday services. 
Those receiving first communion will serve along 
with me. Please email or call if you have questions or 
to set up a time to meet to talk further! 
Pastor Val 

mailto:amazing111@comcast.net
mailto:amazing111@comcast.net
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Amazing Grace Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes 
February 18, 2020 6:15 pm 

 

 

Vision:  A welcoming place where grace happens.  

Mission:  To Experience and share Godõs love through worship, education, and community. 

Values: Radical Hospitality; Passionate worship; Intentional faith development; Risk - taking mission 

and service; Extravagant Generosity.  

 

Attendance: Curtis Steinhauer, Dee Erickson, Amy Ostwald, Joel Buckman, Pastor Val, 
Theresa Kaufman and Vicky Kolb 

 
Call to Order Joelle Buckman 6:35 
Prayer and Devotions ï Dee Erickson 

 -Council discussed their highs and lows tonight. Highs mentioned were kids doing great, being a new 
grandmother, daughter getting a new job, celebrating a birthday, business going good, daughter having a baby 
and buying a new house. Low was having a sick pet.     

 -Council will be starting a new book for Prayers and Devotions next month called ñ5 Practicesò. They 
will start with the Introduction and chapter 1. 
Establish Quorum 
Review and Approve Agenda M/S/P 

-Under Financial Reports: Treasurerôs Report an item was added.  1. Update card signer  
Review, correct and final approval of minutes for last meeting, January 14, 2020 M/S/P 
Financial Reports 
A.  Treasurerôs Report ï Theresa Kaufman 
 -Theresa will amend reports  
 -Transactions by Account M/S/P 
1.  Update Card Signer 
 -Update bank signature-remove Mark Smalley and add Curtis Steinhauer M/S/P 
 -Close Fundraising Account M/S/P 
 -The name on the VISA card will be changed from Mark Smalley to Joelle Buckman. 
B.  Financial Secretaryôs Report ï Phil Stegemoeller  
 1.New Program for financial secretary- moving slowly 
 2.Card Reader update- no guidelines on how to accept donations. Once this is up and running council 

will try a test run during the offering during church service and after church service.   
 3.Online giving- Theresa will get in contact with Vanco, so Amy can get permission to put the final 

step into the online giving on the church website so people may start using the program. 
Business items (these are generally items that are beyond any one ministry or donôt fit under any ministry, 
special requests from the community) 
A. Council Retreat ï March 14, 9-3  
 -Council members will be in contact with each other through email about what they will each bring to 

the council retreat. Council may discuss the request from the endowment committee about the stained-glass 
windows.  
 B. Janitor Salary ï Minimum Wage  
 -Theresa will need to go back to January payroll and she will also get in contact with Laura about the 

increase in payment. 
C. Mutual Ministry Update ï Joelle:  
 -At the last meeting they talked about the facilities. The people that attend these meetings are the Pas-

tor, Council President and four others. Their job is to make sure the mission of the church is the sole focus. 
They may talk about what may be happening, are they staying focused on the mission. During the last meeting 
they talked about guests feeling welcomed, video streaming the services and making the entrance more pre-
sentable.  
D. Endowment Committee ï Church Meeting Request.  
 -Endowment Committee requested that council hold a church meeting to authorize the Endowment 

Committee to seed fund to window repair project with $20,000 from the capital gains and earnings in the En-
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dowment account. Council discussed that this will be a big project, which will require a congregational vote 
and council approval. During discussion, opinions were voiced that we should move slowly on this since tis it 
such a large and expensive project. Be sure we get multiple bids and additional assessment on the condition of 
the windows and urgency (or lack of urgency) to get the project underway. Having information on the history 
of the stained-glass windows might be a good thing to have. Since several council members were absent this 
discussion has been tabled for a month and will reassess until everyone is present. Joelle will let endowment 
committee know. 
E. Memorial Contributions ï Process:  
 -Amazing Grace received a donation but is not earmarked for anything.  Council discussed about 

where it should go. The rules we should follow are those in the bylaws. For right now that money will go into 
the memorial fund.  
f. Synod Affordable Housing Initiative ï Pastor Val:  
 -A letter came from the Synod stating that housing is a huge problem in the world.  The Synod is ask-

ing churches about any property they might own. The Synod is looking at property that churches own, that 
they may be able to build house on to help those in need.  Pastor Val sent them information on the property for 
bel Aire. Nothing is being done right now, we are only in the talking stage. Curtis will have more information 
to follow as it progresses.   
Ministry Reports 
A. Worship ï Dee Erickson 
 1. Altar Guild- Has not met recently but all activities are going well.  Still looking for more monthly 

bread makers. 
 2. LAT- Will meet in the church at 10:00AM on February 29th to take down Advent d®cor and put up 

Lent d®cor. 
 3. Worship Committee:  Met recently to discuss activities for Lent and Easter.  Each of the Psalmist 

will be responsible for one of the Thursday evening Lent services. 
B. Outreach ï Amy Ostwald 
      -Joelle and Amy meet tonight to get Amy more familiar with the Outreach program. 
 1. Family Promise- Went smoothly 
 2. Homeless outreach: 
 3. Cold Weather Shelter ï Pastor Val:  
  -Open several nights in the past month. Several people from Amazing Grace helped.  For those 

that have helped, it has been a growing experience 
 4. Refugee Support-  
  - Liz wants a protestant Spanish language services in the area. Pastor Val is willing to learn 

some Spanish and incorporate it into the service.  
C. PSALM report ï Joelle & Pastor Val: retreat coming up March 7-8. PSALM participants are working 

on sermons.  There will be 5 Lent services and each PSALM participant will take a turn in leading each week.    
D. Youth & Family ï Curtis Steinhauer 
 -Amy and Curtis will need to meet to go over Youth & Family  
 1. Sunday School ï Manna and Mercy curriculum: Curtis sat in with Amy and Carmon during class 

and learned new things.  
 2. Confirmation ï Pastor Val. Pastor Val invited Curtis to come to a class. 
 3. Youth Group- No Youth Group right now. Curtis hopes to change this. 
 4. Adult group study ï Manna and Mercy:  
-Wednesday at noon and Thursday at 7pm.  Manna & Mercy book study will take a break during Lent and 

restart after Lent is over. Pastor Val would like to start a new Manna & Mercy book study group after Easter. 
E. Fellowship ï Judi Hubbard- No report 
 1. Communion Ministry 
 2. Welcome Committee 
 3.  Special Events Team- Did a good job for the funeral for Dona Spere 
 4  Guess who is coming to dinner-  
  -Amyôs team is meeting on March 1st, Pastor Valôs team is meeting this week. 
F Property ï Mike Barkstrom- The fencing project to prevent people from sleeping and throw-

ing debris to basement entrance of the NE corner of the church has been installed. The project came 
in at bid for $1329.5. the contract price has been paid. 
Wednesdayôs maintenance group continues to meet and do minor jobs within the facility. 
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The next projects for the maintenance group: Chimney cap for the chimney in the fireside room and re-
pointing and cleaning the brick in the fireside room. As Funds are available, they will replace the fixtures in 
the parish hall with LED fixtures and bulbs. 
1. Parish Hall Roof- The successful bidder for a new roof on the parish hall is John Lupo Construction. To-

tal bid cost is $32,000 plus taxes, permits and unforeseen. The start date is weather dependent and Lupo fin-
ishing tow jobs prior to starting ours.  
2. Deck carpeting- The carpeting project at the entrance to the main church door has been completed and 

the invoice submitted for payment. The project came in at the bid price of $771.58. the remaining balance was 
$371.58 ($400 down). It rained a couple days ago and the glue they used to install the carpet was not water-
proof, the issue is being taken care of. 
3. Stained glass repair/protection 

Pastorôs Report 
-Those that went to the, Building an Inclusive Church Training, learned a lot. Congregation will be hearing 

more about this.  
Task Assignments   

-Theresa and Joelle will go over PSALM accounts and update for next month. 
-Pastor Val will contact Allison from the Synod about card reader 
-Theresa will call Vanco about getting Amy permission to finalize the final step for the online giving. 
-Joelle and Pastor Val will work on the Agenda for the Council Retreat. 
-Theresa will get in contact with Laura about the Janitor Salary. 
-Amy will contact Diane Hanson about the history of the stained-glass windows 
-Joelle will let endowment committee know the situation about the stained-glass window request 
-Amy and Curtis need to meet about Youth & Family job description. 
-Pastor Val and Curtis will meet and discuss about how to get more youths involved in Youth Group. 
-Joelle will talk with Theresa about Family Promise getting their bill earlier. 
-Pastor Val and Theresa will talk about the Giving statements. 
 -Joelle will remind council members to include hours each month                                                                                                                                                                                              
Adjournment and closing prayer  8:28  

PASTORôS REPORT ï REGULAR ACTIVITIES ï January 2020 
WORSHIP/DISCIPLESHIP  Sunday worship ï Plan and lead  
     Plan adult education 
     Plan seasonal and special worship services 
     Sermons ï prayer, study, reading, writing 

 Prayer  
 Meet with ministry leader as needed 

ADMINISTRATION  Reports: congregational; synod; ELCA 
     Conference Pastors meeting monthly 
              Conference deans ï meet bi-annually & as needed 
   Recordkeeping: updates to documents; church ledger 
   Work with office administrator: bulletins, newsletter, etc. 
   Council meeting & Exec. Comm. meeting monthly 
   Newsletter - writing, editing 
   Meet with treasurer as needed 
   Mutual Ministry meeting  
   Endowment Committee advisor 
FELLOWSHIP/PASTORAL CARE/COUNSELING PSALM ï mentor; spiritual direction 
   Prayer Chain ï coordinate w/ Brenda Grant 
   Healing monthly 
   Grace notes weekly or as needed 
   Pastoral care as needed 
   Hospital visits; homebound & assisted living visits 
   Coordinate with ministry leader as needed 
OUTREACH  Food Bank reorganizing meetings  
   Monthly local Pastorôs group 
   Facebook page ï outreach through social media. 
   Coordinate with others to support homeless and fragile people 
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JANUARY BALANCES OF CHURCH ACCOUNTS 

   Meet w/ ministry leader as needed 
BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE Meet w/ ministry leader as needed    
  
YOUTH AND FAMILY   Adult study: plan and participate 
    Confirmation: plan and lead 
    Sunday School: coordinate with ministry leader     
STEWARDSHIP/EVANGELISM  Study and integrate into sermons     
OFFICIAL ACTS  Funeral ï Maxine Cogburn 
PROFESSIONAL GROWTH:  Bishopôs Convocation Jan 21-22 
OTHER ACTIVITIES in January 
ADMINISTRATIVE:   Annual Report 
PASTORAL CARE:    Visits, calls, texts, messaging as needed 
    Care for the Cogburn family      
WORSHIP:   Epiphany services ï StarWords; Hope      
YOUTH/FAMILY/Education:  Manna and Mercy ï 2 Study times: Thursday 7pm and most  

Wednesdays at noon 
 PSALM Intensive ï sermon prep   
OUTREACH:           Cold Weather Shelter organizing                                   
VACATION:  None 
UPCOMING:   Ash Wednesday 2/26 Noon and 7pm 
 Lent mid-week services Thursdays March 5 ï April 2 
 Holy Week services: Maundy Thursday 7pm ï First Communion 
              Good Friday Noon & 7pm ï Stations of Cross 
              Easter Festival Worship 10am 

bŀƳŜ   5ŀǘŜ ¢ƻǘŀƭ 

 /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ       Ϸ      нпΣлмоΦсо  

   -t{![a       Ϸ            фрпΦлл  

   -/ŀǊƛƴƎ /ǳǇōƻŀǊŘ       Ϸ            пооΦрм  

   -tŀǎǘƻǊϥǎ {ŀōōŀǝŎŀƭ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ       Ϸ        нΣснлΦлл  

   -aǳǎƛŎ       Ϸ            ппсΦлм  

   -.Ŝƭƭǎ       Ϸ            псрΦфр  

   -CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƛƴ bŜŜŘ     Ϸ            пптΦпт  

   -wŜŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ CǳƴŘ       Ϸ        мΣлтмΦнл  

   -hǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ CǳƴŘǎ       Ϸ            рллΦлл  

   -!ƭǘŀǊ wŜǎǘƻǊŜ       Ϸ            оусΦуо  

   -!ƭǘŀǊ DǳƛƭŘ       Ϸ            остΦлл  

   -bƻƛǎȅ hũŜǊƛƴƎ       Ϸ            олсΦлу  

   -DǊŀŎŜ CǳƴŘ       Ϸ            оплΦлл  

    ¢h¢![  Ϸ      онΣормΦсу  

 CǳƴŘǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ       Ϸ        мΣуслΦфл  

 aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ       Ϸ      ппΣрмпΦпт  

 ̧ ƻǳǘƘ /ƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ       Ϸ            нфрΦтр  

 aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ       Ϸ        оΣлснΦлу  

 aƛƪƪŜƭ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ {ŀǾƛƴƎǎ       Ϸ        мΣфлтΦпт  



 11 

President  Joelle Buckman  360) 589-6111 Joelle_buckman@email.com 

Treasurer  Theresa Kaufman  (360) 537-1190 Theresamarie4739.3@gmail.com  

Financial Secretary  Phil Stegemoeller  (360) 580-9310 phil@willisent.com  

Youth & Family  Curtis Steinhauer  (360) 580-2301 turtis21@gmail.com  

Outreach  Amy Ostwald  360-482-2306 Ostwald@olynet.com 

Worship  Dee Erickson  (360) 533-7948 deekaye1@comcast.net 

Fellowship  Judi Hubbard  (360) 532-8577 jhubbard1952@comcast.net  

Property  Mike Barkstrom  (360)532-3319 mkbarks1@gmail.com  

Endowment  Darrell Lokken  (360) 532-1615 delokken@comcast.net 

Pastor  Val Metropoulos  (360) 580-8977 vmetropoulos001@luthersem.edu  

Church Secretary  Vicky Kolb  (360) 532-8250 amazing111@comcast.net 

BUILDING REPAIRS/MAINTANCE 

Please notify Mike Barkstrom or send a message to the church office if there are any repairs 
needed at the church. Sometimes members or visitors notice things that need to be fixed that 

the committee is not aware of. Your input is helpful in these matters.  

Mike Barkstrom: mkbarks1@gmail.com  - (360) 589-1393 

Ministers: The People of Amazing Grace  
 

111 E. 4th Street, (360) 532-8250 
amazinggraceaberdeen.org  
amazing111@comcast.net 

Pastor Val Metropoulos-(360) 580-8977  
vmetropoulos001@luthersem.edu    
Office Administrator: Vicky Kolb 

Liturgists: Hank Bilderback, Keith Lile, Laura Carle, Greg Johnstone,  
Charles Scamman, Curtis Steinhauer    
Musicians: Kristine Burns, Heidi Seelke  

mailto:turtis21@gmail.com
mailto:mkbarks1@gmail.com
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March 1 
Liturgist: Charles Scamman; Worship Assistant/
Reader: Liz Ellis; Communion Assistant: Liz El-
lis; Ushers/Greeters: Tim and Pam Alstrom; De-
positors: Carmon Shaw & Maurita White; Fellow-
ship: Ostwald, Rabung, Gundersen, Stegemoeller;  
Altar Guild: Naomi Kraiger & Cynthia Johnstone; 
Sunday School Teacher: Darci Jewitt; Acolyte: 
Madison Winter 
 
March 8 
Liturgist: Keith Lile; Worship Assistant/Reader: 
Diane Hanson; Communion Assistant: Darci 
Jewitt & Sarah Channel; Ushers/Greeters: Carrie 
& Jared Erwin; Depositors: Joelle Buckman & Joe 
Fernandez; Fellowship: Lile, D. Erickson, Bilder-
back, Burns, Ellis; Altar Guild: Laura Carle & Dee 
Erickson; Sunday School Teacher: Annelise 
Kraiger;  Acolyte: Annika Natwick 
 
March 15 
Liturgist: Hank Bilderback; Worship Assistant/
Reader: Greg Johnstone; Communion Assistant: 
Vicki Mitchell & Dee Erickson; Ushers/Greeters: 
Marge Kelling & Naomi Kraiger; Depositors: Mi-
chael Mendoza & Eileen Schermer; Fellowship: 
Carle, Torgerson, Smalley/Safstrom; Altar Guild: 
Trish Safstrom, Elizabeth Tilley & Maurita White; 
Sunday School Teacher: Carmon Shaw; Acolyte: 
Madison Winter 
 
 
 
 

March 22 
Liturgist: Greg Johnstone; Worship Assistant/
Reader: Theresa Kaufman;  Communion Assis-
tant: Joan & William Rabung; Ushers/Greeter: 
Dee Erickson; Depositors: Kristine Finazzo & 
Gene Schermer; Fellowship:  Shaw, Green, OôCon-
nor, Lokken, Fernandez; Altar Guild:  Kathy 
Wehage & Diane Hanson; Sunday School Teach-
er: Laura Carle; Acolyte: Annika Natwick 
 
March 29 
Liturgist: Laura Carle;  Worship Assistant/
Reader: Dee Erickson;  Communion Assistant: 
Mark Smalley & Diane Hanson; Ushers/Greeters: 
Phil & Suzan Stegemoeller; Depositors: Karen 
Barkstrom & Judi Hubbard;  Fellowship: Hanson, 
Erwin, Hodge, Seelke, Wehage; Altar Guild: The-
resa Kaufman & Hiedi Seelke; Sunday School 
Teacher: Amy Ostwald; Acolyte: Madison Winter 

MARCH  2020 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

PSALM PSUB PSUPERBOWL 
FUND RAISER 

A psuccess!!!!  Thank you all for the 
support!  Hope you enjoyed the game 
and the subs!! (from left) Hank, Diane, 
Mike, Tony and son Winston, and  
Joelle. 
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