Quarter 1
Lesson 11

The Seven Last Plagues
Sabbath Afternoon, March 9

The world is soon to be left by the angel of mercy, and the seven last plagues are to be poured
out. Sin, shame, sorrow, and darkness are on every side; but God still holds out to the souls of men
the precious privilege of exchanging darkness for light, error for truth, sin for righteousness. But
God’s patience and mercy will not always wait. Let not one soul think that he can hide from God’s
wrath behind a lie, for God will strip from the soul the refuge of lies. The bolts of God’s wrath are
soon to fall, and when He shall begin to punish the transgressors, there will be no period of respite
until the end. The storm of God’s wrath is gathering, and those only will stand who are sanctified
through the truth in the love of God. They shall be hid with Christ in God till the desolation shall be
overpast. He shall come forth to punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity.—Testimonies
to Ministers and Gospel Workers, p. 182.
In the day of final judgment, every lost soul will understand the nature of his own rejection of
truth. The cross will be presented, and its real bearing will be seen by every mind that has been
blinded by transgression. Before the vision of Calvary with its mysterious Victim, sinners will stand
condemned. Every lying excuse will be swept away. Human apostasy will appear in its heinous
character. Men will see what their choice has been. Every question of truth and error in the longstanding controversy will then have been made plain. In the judgment of the universe, God will
stand clear of blame for the existence or continuance of evil. It will be demonstrated that the
divine decrees are not accessory to sin. There was no defect in God’s government, no cause for
disaffection.—The Desire of Ages, p. 58.
When Christ ceases His intercession in the sanctuary, the unmingled wrath threatened against
those who worship the beast and his image and receive his mark (Revelation 14:9, 10), will be
poured out. The plagues upon Egypt when God was about to deliver Israel were similar in character
to those more terrible and extensive judgments which are to fall upon the world just before the
final deliverance of God’s people. Says the revelator, in describing those terrific scourges: “There
fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them
which worshiped his image.” The sea “became as the blood of a dead man: and every living soul
died in the sea.” And “the rivers and fountains of waters . . . became blood.” Terrible as these
inflictions are, God’s justice stands fully vindicated. The angel of God declares: “Thou art
righteous, O Lord, . . . because Thou hast judged thus. For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets, and Thou hast given them blood to drink; for they are worthy.” Revelation 16:2-6. By
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condemning the people of God to death, they have as truly incurred the guilt of their blood as if it
had been shed by their hands.—The Great Controversy, p. 627.
Sunday, March 10: The Meaning of the Seven Last Plagues
It is as true now as when Christ was upon the earth, that every inroad made by the gospel upon
the enemy’s dominion is met by fierce opposition from his vast armies. The conflict that is right
upon us will be the most terrible ever witnessed. But though Satan is represented as being as
strong as the strong man armed, his overthrow will be complete, and everyone who unites with him
in choosing apostasy rather than loyalty will perish with him.
The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms,
tempests, fire and flood, disasters by sea and land, follow each other in quick succession. Science
seeks to explain all these. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of the Son
of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angels
restraining the four winds that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when
God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can
picture.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6, pp. 407, 408.
Oh, that all could get a view of it as God revealed it to me, that they might know more of the
wiles of Satan and be on their guard! I saw that Satan was at work . . . to distract, deceive, and
draw away God’s people, just now in this sealing time. I saw some who were not standing stiffly for
present truth. Their knees were trembling, and their feet sliding, because they were not firmly
planted on the truth, and the covering of Almighty God could not be drawn over them while they
were thus trembling.
Satan was trying his every art to hold them where they were, until the sealing was past, until the
covering was drawn over God’s people, and they left without a shelter from the burning wrath of
God, in the seven last plagues. God has begun to draw this covering over His people, and it will
soon be drawn over all who are to have a shelter in the day of slaughter. God will work in power
for His people; and Satan will be permitted to work also.—Early Writings, p. 44.
It was impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as
His work there is finished, and His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God,
and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation
and hated reproof. In that fearful time, after the close of Jesus’ mediation, the saints were living
in the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. Every case was decided, every jewel numbered.
Jesus tarried a moment in the outer apartment of the heavenly sanctuary, and the sins which had
been confessed while He was in the most holy place were placed upon Satan, the originator of sin,
who must suffer their punishment.—Early Writings, p. 280.
Monday, March 11: The Outpouring of the Last Plagues
Of all nations presented in Bible history, Egypt most boldly denied the existence of the living
God and resisted His commands. No monarch ever ventured upon more open and highhanded
rebellion against the authority of Heaven than did the king of Egypt. When the message was
brought him by Moses, in the name of the Lord, Pharaoh proudly answered: “Who is Jehovah, that I
should hearken unto His voice to let Israel go? I know not Jehovah, and moreover I will not let
Israel go.”Exodus 5:2, A.R.V. This is atheism, and the nation represented by Egypt would give
voice to a similar denial of the claims of the living God and would manifest a like spirit of unbelief
and defiance.—The Great Controversy, p. 269.
I saw that the seven last plagues were soon to be poured out upon those who have no shelter;
yet the world regarded them no more than they would so many drops of water that were about to
fall. I was then made capable of enduring the awful sight of the seven last plagues, the wrath of
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God. I saw that His anger was dreadful and terrible, and if He should stretch forth His hand, or lift
it in anger, the inhabitants of the world would be as though they had never been, or would suffer
from incurable sores and withering plagues that would come upon them, and they would find no
deliverance, but be destroyed by them. Terror seized me, and I fell upon my face before the angel
and begged of him to cause the sight to be removed, to hide it from me, for it was too dreadful.
Then I realized, as never before, the importance of searching the Word of God carefully, to know
how to escape the plagues which that Word declares shall come on all the ungodly who shall
worship the beast and his image and receive his mark in their foreheads or in their hands. It was a
great wonder for me that any could transgress the law of God and tread down His holy Sabbath,
when such awful threatenings and denunciations were against them.—Early Writings, p. 64.
His everlasting arms encircle the soul that turns to Him for aid. In His care we may rest safely,
saying, “What time I am afraid, I will trust in Thee.” Psalm 56:3. To all who put their trust in Him,
God will fulfill His promise. . . .
Not in freedom from trial, but in the midst of it, is Christian character developed. Exposure to
rebuffs and opposition leads the follower of Christ to greater watchfulness and more earnest prayer
to the mighty Helper. Severe trial endured by the grace of God develops patience, vigilance,
fortitude, and a deep and abiding trust in God. It is the triumph of the Christian faith that it
enables its followers to suffer and be strong; to submit, and thus to conquer; to be killed all the
day long, and yet to live; to bear the cross, and thus to win the crown of glory.—The Acts of the
Apostles, p. 467.
Tuesday, March 12: Drying Up the Euphrates River
A terrible conflict is before us. We are nearing the battle of the great day of God Almighty. That
which has been held in control is to be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding her wings, preparing
to step down from the throne and leave the world to the control of Satan. The principalities and
powers of earth are in bitter revolt against the God of heaven. They are filled with hatred against
those who serve Him, and soon, very soon, will be fought the last great battle between good and
evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the scene of the final contest and the final victory.—My Life
Today, p. 308.
These plagues are not universal, or the inhabitants of the earth would be wholly cut off. Yet
they will be the most awful scourges that have ever been known to mortals. All the judgments
upon men, prior to the close of probation, have been mingled with mercy. The pleading blood of
Christ has shielded the sinner from receiving the full measure of his guilt; but in the final
judgment, wrath is poured out unmixed with mercy. . . .
The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while persecuted and distressed, while
they endure privation and suffer for want of food they will not be left to perish. That God who
cared for Elijah will not pass by one of His self-sacrificing children. He who numbers the hairs of
their head will care for them, and in time of famine they shall be satisfied. While the wicked are
dying from hunger and pestilence, angels will shield the righteous and supply their wants. To him
that “walketh righteously” is the promise: “Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure.”
“When the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I the
Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them.” Isaiah 33:15, 16; 41:17.—The
Great Controversy, pp. 628, 629.
Yes, His servants may safely trust in Him alone, without fear, looking unto Jesus, pressing on in
obedience to His requirements, leaving everything that is joined to the world, whether the world
opposes or favors. Their success comes from God, and they will not fail because they have not the
wealth and influence of wicked men. If they fail, it will be because they do not obey the Lord’s
requirements, and the Holy Spirit is not with them. . . .
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Our only safety is in being joined to the Lord Jesus Christ. We can afford to lose the friendship of
worldly men. Those who join themselves to worldly men, that they may carry out their unsanctified
purposes, make a fearful mistake; for they forfeit the favor and blessing of God.—This Day With
God, p. 354.
Wednesday, March 13: Satan’s Last Great Deception
The Sabbath is the great test question. It is the line of demarkation between the loyal and true
and the disloyal and transgressor. This Sabbath God has enjoined, and those who claim to be
commandment keepers, who believe that they are now under the proclamation of the third angel’s
message, will see the important part the Sabbath of the fourth commandment holds in that
message. It is the seal of the living God. They will not lessen the claims of the Sabbath to suit their
business of convenience.—Manuscript 34, 1897.
John in the Revelation writes of the unity of those living on the earth to make void the law of
God. “These have one mind, and shall give their power and strength unto the beast. These shall
make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of
kings: and they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful” (Revelation 17:13, 14).
“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the
mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet” (chap. 16:13).
All who will exalt and worship the idol Sabbath, a day that God has not blessed, help the devil
and his angels with all the power of their God-given ability, which they have perverted to a wrong
use. Inspired by another spirit, which blinds their discernment, they cannot see that the exaltation
of Sunday is entirely the institution of the Catholic Church.—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 423.
Many endeavor to account for spiritual manifestations by attributing them wholly to fraud and
sleight of hand on the part of the medium. While it is true that the results of trickery have often
been palmed off as genuine manifestations, there have been, also, marked exhibitions of
supernatural power. . . . Many will be ensnared through the belief that Spiritualism is a merely
human imposture; when brought face to face with manifestations which they can but regard as
supernatural, they will be deceived, and will be led to accept them as the great power of God.
These persons overlook the testimony of the Scriptures concerning the wonders wrought by Satan
and his agents. It was by Satanic aid that Pharaoh’s magicians were enabled to counterfeit the
work of God. The apostle John, describing the miracle-working power that will be manifested in
the last days, declares: “He doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven
on the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to do.” Revelation 13:13, 14. No mere impostures are here
brought to view. Men are deceived by the miracles which Satan’s agents have power to do, not
which they pretend to do.—The Story of Redemption, pp. 394, 395.
Thursday, March 14: Gathering for the Battle of Armageddon
The battle of Armageddon will be fought. And that day must find none of us sleeping. Wide
awake we must be, as wise virgins having oil in our vessels with our lamps. The power of the Holy
Ghost must be upon us and the Captain of the Lord’s host will stand at the head of the angels of
heaven to direct the battle. Solemn events before us are yet to transpire. Trumpet after trumpet is
to be sounded; vial after vial poured out one after another upon the inhabitants of the earth.
Scenes of stupendous interest are right upon us and these things will be sure indications of the
presence of Him who has directed in every aggressive movement, who has accompanied the march
of his cause through all the ages, and who has graciously pledged Himself to be with his people in
all their conflicts to the end of the world. He will vindicate his truth. He will cause it to triumph.
He is ready to supply his faithful ones with motives and power of purpose, inspiring them with hope
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and courage and valor in increased activity as the time is at hand.—Selected Messages, book 3, p.
426.
The principalities and powers of earth are in bitter revolt against the God of heaven. They are
filled with hatred against all who serve Him, and soon, very soon, is to be fought the last great
battle between good and evil. The earth is to be the battlefield—the scene of the final contest and
the final victory. Here, where for so long Satan has led men against God, rebellion is to be forever
suppressed.—This Day With God, p. 308.
The day of the Lord is approaching with stealthy tread; but the supposed great and wise men
know not the signs of Christ’s coming or of the end of the world. Iniquity abounds, and the love of
many has waxed cold.
There are thousands upon thousands, millions upon millions, who are now making their decision
for eternal life or eternal death. The man who is wholly absorbed in his counting room, the man
who finds pleasure at the gaming table, the man who loves to indulge perverted appetite, the
amusement lover, the frequenters of the theater and the ballroom, put eternity out of their
reckoning. The whole burden of their life is: What shall we eat? what shall we drink? and
wherewithal shall we be clothed? They are not in the procession that is moving heavenward. They
are led by the great apostate, and with him will be destroyed.—Testimonies for the Church, vol. 6,
p. 406.
Friday, March 15: For Further Reading
Maranatha, “The Threefold Union of Religion,” p. 190;
Selected Messages, book 3, “To Restore, Not Tear Down,” p. 18.
---------

The Threefold Union of Religion
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of
the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet. For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles,
which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great
day of God Almighty. Revelation 16:13, 14. {Mar 190.1}
By the decree enforcing the institution of the papacy in violation of the law of God, our nation [the
United States] will disconnect herself fully from righteousness. When Protestantism shall stretch her hand
across the gulf to grasp the hand of the Roman power, when she shall reach over the abyss to clasp hands
with spiritualism, when, under the influence of this threefold union, our country shall repudiate every
principle of its Constitution as a Protestant and republican government, and shall make provision for the
propagation of papal falsehoods and delusions, then we may know that the time has come for the marvelous
working of Satan and that the end is near. {Mar 190.2}
Through the two great errors, the immortality of the soul and Sunday sacredness, Satan will bring the
people under his deceptions. While the former lays the foundation of spiritualism, the latter creates a bond
of sympathy with Rome. The Protestants of the United States will be foremost in stretching their hands
across the gulf to grasp the hand of spiritualism; they will reach over the abyss to clasp hands with the
Roman power; and under the influence of this threefold union, this country will follow in the steps of Rome
in trampling on the rights of conscience.... {Mar 190.3}
Papists, Protestants, and worldling will alike accept the form of godliness without the power, and they
will see in this union a grand movement for the conversion of the world and the ushering in of the longexpected millennium. {Mar 190.4}
When our nation [the United States] shall so abjure the principles of its government as to enact a Sunday
law, Protestantism will in this act join hands with popery; it will be nothing else than giving life to the
tyranny which has long been eagerly watching its opportunity to spring again into active despotism. {Mar
190.5}
—Maranatha, p. 190

---------

To Restore, Not Tear Down
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There are opportunities and privileges in the church to help those who are ready to die, and to
inspire the church with zeal, but not to tear the church to pieces. There are plenty of
opportunities in the church to walk in Christ’s lines. If the heart is full of zeal to press on to a
deeper sanctification and holiness, then work in that line in all humbleness and devotedness. The
church needs freshness and the inspiration of men who breathe in the very atmosphere of heaven,
to vitalize the church, notwithstanding the tares are among the wheat.... {3SM 19.1}
I would caution all believers to learn to maintain a godly jealousy over yourselves, lest Satan
shall steal your heart away from God and you slip unconsciously into work in Satan’s lines, without
perceiving that you have changed leaders, and be found in the treacherous power of a tyrant. {3SM
19.2}
We are as a church to be wide awake, and to work for the erring among us as laborers together
with God. We are furnished with spiritual weapons, mighty to the pulling down of the fortress of
the enemy. We are not to hurl the thunderbolts against the church of Christ militant, for Satan is
doing all he possibly can in this line, and you who claim to be the remnant of the people of God
had better not be found helping him, denouncing, accusing, and condemning. Seek to restore, not
to tear down, discourage, and destroy.—Manuscript 21, 1893 (Published in The Review and Herald,
November 8, 1956.) {3SM 19.3}
—Selected Messages, book 3, p. 18.
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