Donald L Gustafson was born to Oscar Albin and Esther Antonia
(Ax) Gustafson January 7th, 1930, in Wheaton, MN. He was the
youngest of 14 children. Donald loved growing up with his siblings
on the family farm hunting for skunks and fishing with his siblings.
He attended school in District 39 and Wheaton high school.
Donald’s first car was a black, six-cylinder 1929 Chevrolet he
bought from his brother, Walter. He belonged to Zion Mission
church until confirmed, then Bethlehem Covenant church.

Donald’s first job was building the Wheaton Hospital. At 16, Donald
started bartending until owners found out his age one year later. In
1947, while working for Allis Chalmer’s dealer, Donald met JoAnn
Gjerde at the corner café in Wheaton, MN, where she worked.

Donald married JoAnn on July 10,1949 and built their first house on
the farm in 1950. Donald then worked at the Wheaton lumber yard,
grain elevator, and ran two flax yards for flax straw. He also farmed
for 3 years on rented land. Donald owned and operated Don’s Bar in
Wheaton for 7 years. After selling the bar in 1965, he was
self-employed in construction. He would go on to renovate 17
houses and build 2 new houses, approximately building or fixing one
a year in Wheaton. Don and JoAnn purchased land around the
Strawberry Lake- Ogema area in 1950 and retired there in 1990.
Donald loved spending time with his children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, he was always looking forward to their next
visit.

Donald passed away on Thursday, March 31, 2022, in Detroit Lakes,
MN. He was 92 years old.

Donald is survived by his six children: Beatrice Chounard of Detroit
Lakes, MN, Kathy (Steve) Terhaar of Dripping Springs, TX, Carol
(Dick) Feist of Jordan, MN, Rick (Holly) Gustafson of Ortonville,
MN, Dona (Greg) Greiner of Donnelly, MN and Teresa Gustafson of
Wheaton, MN, numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren and
sister-in-law Irene McDowell.

Donald is preceded in death by wife JoAnn, parents Oscar and
Esther Gustafson, siblings: Marian, Elvie, Evelyn, Walter, Harriet,
Gladys, Florence, Delbert, Alf, Emma, Gloria, Ernest, and baby
sibling, and great-granddaughter Jayden Olson.
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I’m Free

Don’t erieve for me, for now I’'m free
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[’m following the path God laid for me.

I took His hand when I heard Him call
I turned my back and left it all.
I could not stay another day
To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks undone must stay that way.
I found that peace at close of day.
If my parting has left a void
Then fill 1t with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah, yes, these things I too will miss.
Be not burdened with times of sorrow
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life’s been full, I’ve savored much,
Good friends, good times,

A loved one’s touch.

Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,
Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your hearts and share with me.
God wanted me now:

He set me free

In Loving Memory of

Dyenald L, Gustafson

Born Passed
January 7, 1930 March 31, 2022
Wheaton, Detroit Lakes
Minnesota Minnesota
Visitation

Sunday, April 3, 2022 - 2-4 pm
Prayer Service 3:30 pm
David-Donehower Funeral Home
Detroit Lakes, Minnesota
Prayer Service Lead by: Glen Anderson

Honorary Urn Bearers

Jaime Gustafson Christopher Feist
Adam Bosen Jenifer Bond
Andrew Bosen Robert Terhaar
Amanda Moser Victor Chounard
Samantha Greiner Donald Chounard

Mason Gustafson Jon Chounard

Jessica Feist
Interment
Zion Mission Cemetery
Wheaton, Minnesota




