
Scan to watch Karen’s 
 Celebration of Life video. 

Scan to share your favorite memories 

 and offer words of sympathy. 

God’s Garden 

God looked around His garden 

And found an empty place. 

He then looked down upon this earth, 

And saw your tired face. 

He put His arms around you 

And lifted you to rest. 

God’s garden must be beautiful 

He always takes the best. 

He knew that you were suffering 

He knew you were in pain 

He knew that you would never 

Be well on earth again. 

He saw the road was getting rough, 

And the hills were hard to climb. 

So He closed your weary eyelids, 

And whispered “Peace be thine” 

It broke our hearts to lose you 

But you did not go alone 

For part of us went with you 

The day God called you home.  



Karen Stiller, who had a rich and vibrant life filled with music and love for her 
family, passed away Sunday, May 26, 2024, at Good Samaritan Society in 
Mandan. 

Karen was born Zerena Loy Karin Simonson on April 23, 1940, to parents 
Henry and Mary Simonson in Hamberg, North Dakota. After her birth mother 
passed away, she was adopted by her parents, Carl and Alma (Bjertness) 
Anderson and renamed Karen Alma Anderson. 

Growing up on the family farm, Karen was immersed in a musical environment 
and developed a passion for playing the organ, piano, and accordion. She 
showcased her talent by playing in an accordion band and later in a country 
band. In 1958, she married James Engebretson, with whom she raised three 
children, Laurel, Curt, and Carla, on the family farm. Following her divorce in 
1973, Karen embarked on a successful career as a city auditor in Maddock, ND, 
before moving to Hazen in 1979 to continue her work. 

In 1981, Karen married Randolph Stiller and together they made their home in 
Hazen, splitting their time between a house in town and a lake home near Pick 
City.  In addition to fishing with Randy while at their cabin, the couple enjoyed 
trips to Jamaica and other destinations with family friends. Karen, a dedicated 
mother and grandmother, retired in 1997 to support her son Curt's business 
endeavors. She was a talented artist who enjoyed drawing cartoon characters 
and had a deep love for animals, often rescuing and caring for them on her 
property. 

Despite her battle with cancer in the last two years of her life, Karen remained 
strong and courageous, never faltering in her positivity and compassion towards 
others. Her selflessness and generosity touched the lives of many, and her 
family and friends will dearly miss her warm presence and unwavering love. 

Karen will be forever cherished and remembered for the love and light she 
brought into the lives of those around her. 

She is survived by her husband, Randy Stiller; two children, Laurel (Steve) 
Rohrer and Curtis (Lisa) Engebretson; son-in-law, Ross Pfeifer; grandchildren, 
Amy (Ryan) Gilleland, Heather Cook, Garret Engebretson, Preston Camp and 
Alex Valley; 4 great-grandchildren (with 1 on the way); 5 great-great-
grandchildren; and birth brother, Darold Simonson; as well as many nieces, 
nephews, and cousins. 

Karen was preceded in death by her parents; brother, Robert Anderson; 
daughter, Carla Pfeifer; son-in-law, Jim Camp; four birth siblings, Penny 
Stricevich, Rodney Simonson, Mylo Simonson, and Jerry Simonson; and one 
nephew, Brian Anderson.  

Karen's family would like to express their gratitude to the nursing staff at Good 
Sanmartin on Sunset Drive for the wonderful care given to her.  

Funeral Service                                          

Friday | May 31, 2024 | 11:00 AM 

Buehler-Larson Funeral Home 

Mandan, ND 

 

Officiant                                                                                      

Pastor Dianne Freitag 

Evangel Church 

Bismarck, ND 

 

 
Opening Song                                                               “The Old Rugged Cross” 

Welcome/ Opening Prayer 

Scripture                                                                                             John 14:1-6 

Song                                                                                  “How Great Thou Art” 

Reading of Obituary                                                                 Lisa Engebretson 

Poem                                                                                                 Steve Rohrer 

Heaven, I Want To Go There    

Song                                                                                          “Beat You There” 

Benediction/Closing Prayer          

 

Urn Bearers 

Charlie Gilleland ~ Elida Eseves ~ Lily Eseves ~ Maddox Cook 

 

Honorary Bearers 

Preston Camp ~ Garret Engebretson ~ Heather Cook  

Amy Gilleland ~ Alex Valley 

 

Interment  

Tuesday | June 11, 2024 | 1:00 PM 

North Dakota Veterans Cemetery 

Celebrating the life of Karen Stiller 

The family invites you for refreshments and fellowship 

 immediately following the service.  


