
Rodney Rueben Rickert was born on September 7, 1971, to 
Wayne and Shirley (Mathews) Rickert in Glencoe, Minnesota 
and attended school in Stewart, Minnesota.  In 1987, the family 
moved to Osakis, Minnesota and Rodney attended Osakis 
School and then finished his schooling at the Runestone 
Learning Center in Alexandria.  Rodney helped on the family 
farm raising cows, pigs, and grain crops.  He also started 
trucking alongside his father and brother hauling potatoes for a 
few years.  While he had other jobs such as working on the 
railroad and driving milk truck, over the road trucking was his 
passion.  Rodney started his own trucking business “Rickert 
Trucking” where he traveled many places, but his favorite places 
were Missouri and Texas.  

Rodney was united in marriage to Dawn Perhus on March 14, 
1992, in Alexandria.  The couple was blessed with three 
children, Rodney, Ashley, and Bradley.  The couple resided in 
Alexandria for many years before moving to Miltona in 2007.  
Dawn passed away on May 3, 2008.  Rodney married Tammy 
Wagner on July 2, 2022, at Spruce Hill Park near Miltona, where 
he gained two daughters, Caitlynn and Taylor.   

Rodney enjoyed fishing, farming, road trips, and going to 
auctions.  He loved tinkering in the garage and rebuilding semis 
alongside his boys.  Spending time with his family was very 
important to him.  He made Sunday family day, where it didn’t 
matter what they were doing as long as they were spending it 
together.  Rodney absolutely loved kids and would go out of his 
way to have a relationship with his nieces and nephews.  He 
loved to make jokes and tease people so any event he attended; 
everyone was guaranteed to be laughing.  

Rodney passed away on Tuesday, October 25, 2022, at the 
Sanford Hospital in Bismarck, North Dakota with his family by 
his side at the age of 51.  He is survived by his wife, Tammy of 
Miltona; children, Rodney (Molly Lund) of Alexandria, Ashley 
of Alexandria and Bradley of Osakis; step-daughters, Caitlynn 
Wagner (Anthony Kohlhase) and Taylor Wagner (Tate Wiirre) 
of Miltona; mother, Shirley Rickert of Osakis; siblings, Verlyn 
(Mary) Rickert of Harrisburg, SD, Gary (Anita) Rickert of 
Pennock, Linda Heike of DeGraff, Randy Rickert of Maple 
Lake, and Lisa Watnaas of Osakis; sister-in-law, Carmen Rickert 
of Montevideo; and many nieces and nephews.  Rodney is 
preceded in death by his wife, Dawn; father, Wayne; sister, 
Virgene Rickert; brothers, DuWayne and Robert Rickert; and 
sister-in-law, Donna Rickert. 
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THE TRUCK DRIVER’S PRAYER 

Oh God above; this truck I drive; 

Help me keep it safe until I arrive. 

Be my mortal sight this day; 

On streets where little children play. 

Bless my helper who is fast asleep; 

While the night is long and deep. 

And keep my cargo safe and sound; 

Until I can deliver, to where it is bound. 

Make my judgement as sound as steel; 

And be my hands upon this wheel. 

Bless the travelers going by so fast; 

Teach them not to go so fast. 

Lord, give me strength for every trip; 

So I may care for what they ship. 

And make me mindful mile after mile; 

That life is just for a little while. 

Amen 


