
Celebrating...Honoring...Remembering...

"Bill"
William Claud Madden , Sr.
December 29, 1937 - March 29, 2024



Funeral Service
2 o'clock in the aęernoon

Monday, April 1, 2024
Danielsville United Methodist Church

Officiating
Rev. Randy Strickland
Mr. Walker T. Norman

Interment
Danielsville Memorial Gardens

Pallbearers
John H. Jones Masonic Lodge #348 Members

Contributions
T.J. & Friends Foundation

PO Box 6161
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1575 NE Expressway
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A Service of Berry Funeral Home
Elberton, Georgia

WilliamΎClaudΎMadden,ΎSr.,ΎaˎectionatelyΎknownΎasΎ"Bill"Ύ
toΎhisΎfriendsΎandΎfamily,ΎpassedΎawayΎpeacefullyΎafterΎaΎbriefΎ
battleΎwithΎcancerΎatΎhomeΎinΎDanielsville,ΎGAΎonΎMarchΎ29,Ύ
2024.ΎBornΎatΎhomeΎinΎtheΎFortsoniaΎCommunityΎofΎElberton,Ύ
GAΎonΎDecemberΎ29,Ύ1937,ΎBill'sΎjourneyΎthroughΎlifeΎwasΎ
markedΎbyΎhardΎwork,Ύdetermination,ΎandΎaΎloveΎforΎhisΎ
community.

AΎproudΎalumnusΎofΎNancyΎHartΎHighΎSchool,ΎheΎ
furtheredΎhisΎeducationΎbyΎattendingΎAbrahamΎBaldwinΎ
AgricultureΎCollege.ΎBeforeΎmakingΎhisΎmarkΎinΎtheΎbusinessΎ
world,ΎBillΎservedΎhisΎcountryΎwithΎhonorΎinΎtheΎArmyΎ
NationalΎGuardΎandΎlaterΎinΎtheΎUnitedΎStatesΎNavy,ΎreceivingΎ
unitΎcommendationΎfromΎtheΎUnitedΎStatesΎNavalΎAirΎStationΎ
forΎoutstandingΎperformanceΎofΎduty.ΎHeΎalsoΎservedΎinΎtheΎ
NavyΎReserve.

BillΎwasΎaΎmanΎofΎmanyΎtalentsΎandΎpassions.ΎHeΎwasΎaΎ
barberΎbyΎtrade,ΎearningΎtheΎtitleΎ"KingΎofΎtheΎFlatΎTop,"ΎusingΎ
hisΎtalentsΎtoΎprovideΎhaircutsΎtoΎshut-insΎfreeΎofΎchargeΎuntilΎ
hisΎhealthΎprohibitedΎhisΎdoingΎso.ΎHisΎentrepreneurialΎspiritΎ
ledΎhimΎtoΎestablishΎMiniΎBurgerΎonΎtheΎElberton,ΎGAΎSquare
—aΎhumbleΎbeginningΎthatΎblossomedΎintoΎmultipleΎ
locationsΎinΎBowman,ΎGAΎandΎDanielsville,ΎGA,ΎeventuallyΎ
evolvingΎintoΎtheΎwell-knownΎestablishment,ΎBill'sΎinΎDville.Ύ
Additionally,ΎBillΎfoundedΎBlazer'sΎHotΎWings,ΎleavingΎaΎ
˫avorfulΎmarkΎonΎeveryoneΎaround.

BeyondΎhisΎprofessionalΎandΎmilitaryΎachievements,ΎheΎ
wasΎdeeplyΎinvolvedΎinΎpublicΎservice.ΎBillΎdevotedΎ
innumerableΎhoursΎofΎhisΎtime,Ύtalents,ΎandΎenergyΎforΎtheΎ
bettermentΎofΎtheΎcommunitiesΎinΎwhichΎheΎlived,ΎproudlyΎ
servingΎonΎtheΎElberton,ΎGAΎCityΎCouncilΎandΎlaterΎasΎ
ChairmanΎofΎtheΎMadisonΎCounty,ΎGAΎBoardΎofΎ
CommissionersΎforΎthreeΎconsecutiveΎterms.Ύ

AsΎCommissionΎChairman,ΎheΎworkedΎdiligently,ΎalongΎ
withΎtheΎBoardΎofΎCommissioners,ΎtoΎpaveΎapproximatelyΎ300Ύ
milesΎofΎroad,ΎimproveΎtheΎcountyΎrecreationΎdepartmentΎ
andΎ˛reΎdepartments,ΎandΎconstructΎaΎnewΎlibrary,ΎseniorΎ
center,ΎandΎgovernmentΎcomplex.ΎOneΎofΎBill’sΎproudestΎ
accomplishmentsΎwasΎhisΎcontributionΎtoΎtheΎwideningΎofΎ
HighwayΎ72.ΎHisΎdedicationΎwasΎhonoredΎwhenΎaΎsegmentΎofΎ
thatΎhighway,ΎfromΎStateΎRouteΎ98ΎtoΎtheΎMadison-ElbertΎ
CountyΎline,ΎwasΎnamedΎtheΎ"BillΎMaddenΎParkway,"Ύ
recognizingΎhisΎcommitmentΎtoΎcommunityΎprogress.Ύ

HeΎwasΎaΎmemberΎofΎDanielsvilleΎUnitedΎMethodistΎ
ChurchΎandΎtheΎJohnΎH.ΎJonesΎMasonicΎLodgeΎ#348ΎinΎ
Danielsville,ΎGA.ΎBill’sΎleadershipΎandΎguidanceΎwasΎ
instrumentalΎtoΎnumerousΎorganizations,ΎincludingΎManagersΎ
AssociationΎofΎCountyΎCommissioners,ΎNERDC,ΎBoardΎofΎ
Action,ΎandΎGovernorΎZellΎMiller’sΎCriminalΎJusticeΎ
CoordinatingΎCouncil.ΎHeΎalsoΎfoundΎjoyΎinΎcaringΎforΎothersΎ
throughΎfood.ΎWhetherΎshowingΎupΎwithΎaΎplatefulΎofΎ
comfortΎduringΎtimesΎofΎneedΎorΎsharingΎaΎmealΎwithΎfriendsΎ
andΎneighbors,ΎhisΎactsΎofΎkindnessΎspokeΎvolumesΎaboutΎhisΎ
character.

InΎadditionΎtoΎhisΎimpactfulΎcareerΎandΎcommunityΎ
contributions,ΎBillΎleavesΎbehindΎaΎlovingΎfamily.ΎHeΎisΎ
survivedΎbyΎhisΎdevotedΎwifeΎofΎ33Ύyears,ΎJeanΎPayneΎMadden;Ύ
son,ΎBillΎMadden,ΎJr.ΎandΎhisΎwifeΎElyseΎofΎLawrenceville,ΎGA;Ύ
daughter,ΎLeandraΎMaddenΎNesselΎandΎherΎhusbandΎKentΎofΎ
Athens,ΎGA;Ύgrandchildren:ΎClaudiaΎMadden,ΎJulianΎMadden,Ύ
AbigailΎMadden,ΎOliverΎNessel,ΎandΎColeΎNessel;Ύsiblings:Ύ
GeorgeΎFrankΎMaddenΎofΎElberton,ΎGA,ΎByronΎMaddenΎandΎ
hisΎwifeΎLindaΎofΎCarrollton,ΎGA,ΎRussellΎMaddenΎandΎhisΎ
wifeΎSheilaΎofΎElberton,ΎGA,ΎandΎAmyΎSegarsΎofΎDewyΎRose,Ύ
GA;Ύsister-in-law,ΎNancyΎMaddenΎofΎWashington,ΎGA;ΎasΎwellΎ
asΎaΎhostΎofΎnieces,Ύnephews,ΎandΎotherΎrelatives.ΎHeΎisΎ
predeceasedΎbyΎhisΎparents,ΎJosephΎClaudΎMaddenΎandΎSarahΎ
JewellΎMillsΎMadden;ΎandΎsiblings:ΎOuidaΎSaxonΎandΎWayneΎ
Madden.


