
 
Pastor Giles Ekola passed away March 27, 2020 at 
the Evansville Care Center. Giles was born March 
27-28, 1927 to August and Hilja Ekola in Crystal 
Falls, MI. 
 
Giles and Sally Ann Soderberg were married 
August 2, 1952. Five wonderful children were born 
to them: Susan (Eugene) Boltjes, Guy (Mary) 
Ekola, Lindy Ekola (David Jungst), Lindberg 
(Tracy) Ekola, and Eva Ekola (John Ojanen). They 
have 15 grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren. 
 
Giles volunteered for the Army Air Force after he 
graduated from High School in 1945. Completing 
military service, he attended Michigan State 
University for one year. The following year he 
graduated from Suomi Jr. College (now known as 
Finlandia University). Giles graduated from Suomi 
Theological Seminary in 1952. In one more year 
he obtained a BA degree from Augustana College, 
Rock Island, IL. He was ordained in June 1953. 
 
Pastor Ekola was called to preach the Word of 
God. He was 86 when he preached his last sermon. 
Giles was a very creative person – speaker, writer 
(books, articles, letters) inventor (two patents). He 
loved the land and animals (especially horses) and 
above all he loved people. He loved telling stories 
and hearing your stories. 
 
Memorials are preferred to Finlandia University in 
Hancock, MI or St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in 
Garfield. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Remembrance 

Pastor Giles Ekola 
1927 ~ 2020 

“And the Peace of God,  

That Passeth All Understanding, 

Shall Keep Your Hearts  

And Minds Through 

Jesus Christ.” 

 

Phillippians 4:7 

In Memory of 

Pastor Giles Ekola 
 

March 28, 1927  
   

March 27, 2020 

Funeral Service  
St. Petri Lutheran Church 

Brandon, Minnesota 
Thursday, April 2, 2020 

 11:00 AM 

Officiant 
Reverend David Gran  

Organist 
Diane Alveshere 

Soloist  
Erik Ekola 

 

Interment 
St. Luke’s Lutheran Cemetery 

Garfield, Minnesota 

www.AndersonFuneral.net 


